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Abstract : Fast expansion in fabric production pumps vast amounts of coloured waste water into nature, bringing harm to 

ecosystems and people. Because synthetic colouring agents resist breakdown and persist in streams, they threaten sea life while 

pushing science toward better cleanup ways. Lately, researchers have turned to organic leftovers not as trash but as natural 

cleaning tools because they work well without hurting Earth. From among these discarded resources, shells left behind after 

eating crabs stand out; their mix of chitin, chitosan, chalk-like minerals, and active compounds makes them surprisingly good 

at pulling colorants from polluted flows. From discarded crab shells, researchers made a natural filter using chitosan to clean 

coloured wastewater. After gathering shells from fish markets, they removed proteins, minerals, and acetyl parts steps that 

improved its cleaning power. This filtered material was then tested on real fabric dye runoff, adjusting one factor at a time 

during trials. Effectiveness depended heavily on how long it sat, how much chitosan was used, acidity levels, and starting 

colour strength. Its cleaning ability comes from chemical handholds nitrogen and oxygen bits that pull dye out by clinging 

tightly via charge links, weak bonds, or sticking flat onto surfaces. Tests showed dyes were removed effectively, thanks to 

methods like HPLC revealing much lower dye levels post-treatment. Instead of guessing, scientists measured safety living 

organisms reacted less badly to cleaned water than raw waste, proof of safer output. Crab shells turned into filters managed to 

clean textile runoff well, while also being low cost and kinder to nature. Efficiency came without heavy expense, showing 

promise where both ecology and budget matter. From discarded crab shells comes something useful chitosan that pulls dyes 

out of water. Instead of piling up waste, turning it into cleaning material makes sense. One minute they’re trash, next they trap 

pollutants. These sea-sourced filters might just shift how factories handle dirty runoff. Think crustacean leftovers working as 

environmental helpers. Research shows old shells can play a role in cleaner processes. Not magic, just smarter reuse. What sits 

on shore could clean inland streams. Using ocean scraps fits into larger efforts to cut harm from industry output. A different 

path opens when garbage becomes part of the solution. 

 

Keywords: Crab Shell Waste, Chitosan Adsorbent, Dye Adsorption, Textile Wastewater, Biosorption, Biofiltration 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Heavy industry growth has brought growing harm to water sources across cities and towns. Instead of shrinking, the problem 

grows especially where cloth manufacturing runs at full scale. Dye baths, print runs, rinses, and fabric treatments pull in vast 

amounts of liquid along with lab made compounds, leaving behind deeply tinted runoff. This leftover water carries stubborn 

pigments, metal traces, cleaning agents, extra minerals, and helper substances that refuse to break down when released into 

rivers or soil. 

Bright colours in fabric factories come from man made dyes built to last under sun, rain, or tiny living things. These stubborn 

substances slip out in waste streams, dimming sunlight underwater, slowing plant growth, cutting oxygen supply. Tints show 

up clearly even when extremely faint, harming how natural waters look while threatening fish and people with harmful changes 

inside cells, possible illness. Cleaning cloth factory runoff thoroughly before release now matters deeply if making goods long 

term makes sense. 

Wastewater cleaning often uses old school ways like mixing chemicals, breaking down dyes with oxygen, pushing water 

through tiny filters, swapping ions, or trapping colour with treated charcoal. Even if those steps pull out much of the dye, they 

tend to cost a lot, need complicated setups, and leave behind messy byproducts like thick sludge full of chemicals. Because of 

these headaches, scientists have turned their eyes toward cheaper, greener, longer lasting fixes. Lately, methods powered by 

living things or plant-based traps made from raw natural stuff are drawing more curiosity. Using farm and ocean leftovers to 

clean dirty water is turning out to be effective, cheap, yet straightforward. From seafood plants come tons of sea-based scraps 

especially shells from crabs, shrimp, lobsters. When thrown away carelessly, those shells rot, stink, spread microbes. Yet inside 

crab waste hides useful natural materials: chitin, chitosan. These substances grab pollutants well, making cleanup possible. 

Using leftover crab shells to make biofilters turns trash into something useful while tackling two issues at once: garbage buildup 

and dirty water. Instead of relying on costly options like activated carbon, crushed shells transformed into chitosan offer a long-
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lasting substitute. Research before this has shown these shell-based materials pull out multiple types of colouring chemicals 

like reactive, basic, and azo dyes from factory runoff. What sits unused becomes part of the cleanup. The ocean’s scraps help 

clean what humans pollute. Some waste streams find new roles where they’re least expected. How well crab shell filters remove 

dyes hinges on things like acidity, how long they mix, heat levels, how much filter material is used, yet also the strength of the 

dye itself. When water turns sour, nitrogen parts on the shells grab hydrogen ions, making them positively charged, pulling in 

oppositely charged colour particles more strongly instead. Changing chitosan into tiny beads, fine dust, gel forms, or blended 

structures opens up more space where dyes can stick by spreading out their reach. Besides removing colour, checking how 

toxic cleaned wastewater remains matters just as much. Because plants react quickly, growing seeds helps show whether 

poisons linger post treatment. Water life reactions also give clues about leftover dangers once dyes have been processed. 

Machines that separate chemicals by speed can spot if certain coloured substances still exist afterward. Those tools help prove 

materials pulled out pollutants like they were supposed to do. This work looks into making chitosan from leftover crab shells, 

then using it to filter coloured chemicals out of factory water runoff. Instead of discarding sea-based byproducts, they’re turned 

into useful tools that pull harmful dyes from liquid waste. With better colour removal comes less poisonous output in rivers or 

soil. Creating green cleanup methods like this helps safeguard nature while reusing what industry would otherwise throw away. 

 

TEXTILE DYES AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

  

Factories making clothes heavily pollute the planet because they rely on man made colours and harsh chemicals when treating 

fabrics. Colourants play a key role adding shade, shine, and long-lasting wear to materials like cotton, wool, silk, or artificial 

threads. Different types exist: reactive ones, azo-based pigments, vat-derived hues, dispersible stains, along with basic tints all 

made at large scale for business needs. While applying these dyes, many do not stick fully to cloth; instead, excess seeps out, 

ending up in water waste systems after production runs. Water stained by fabric dyes often looks dark, carries heavy pollution 

measured as COD, shows high BOD levels, holds dissolved particles, along with harmful chemicals. A tiny amount of dye can 

tint water enough to see, making it less clear so sunlight struggles to pass through. With dimmer light below, underwater plants 

and algae find it harder to make food using photosynthesis, which means they release less oxygen into the environment. When 

oxygen drops, creatures like fish, tiny life forms, and many others living in water face tougher conditions simply breathing. 

Such shifts throw off the balance these beings rely on just to stay alive. Not every bright colour you see comes from nature. 

Some of those vivid shades stick around because they’re built tough meant to handle sun, heat, and tiny organisms without 

breaking down. Because they hold up so well, they often survive once washed into rivers or lakes. Once there, even broken-

down bits can turn harmful. Certain remnants carry risks: altering genes, triggering cancer, or poisoning life forms slowly. Skin 

rashes show up after contact. Breathing troubles follow misty air near tainted sources. Allergies flare without warning. Over 

time, both people and creatures face deeper issues just from daily exposure. 

Most dyes used on fabrics fall into the azo category; their structure built around nitrogen double bonds. When oxygen is absent, 

those links split apart, releasing dangerous amine byproducts. Such substances threaten both nature and people because they 

carry toxic traits. In cotton manufacturing, reactive types show up often but stick poorly to fibres. Wash cycles then sweep 

away big portions, wasting material. Wastewater flows out loaded with leftover chemicals, along with heavy amounts of salt. 

This mix adds pressure to ecosystems already struggling with pollution. Dumping raw fabric waste into water bodies or fields 

poisons earth and underground water supplies. Dyes building up in dirt change how it holds together, slow down tiny life forms, 

then stunt plants and lower harvests. When tinted runoff flows into streams, light cannot reach deep, messing with fish breeding 

plus weakening small organisms. Staying polluted too long breaks apart food chains while habitats slowly collapse. Quiet shifts 

become irreversible. 

Not every microbe can break down man-made dyes, which is why regular bio-treatment often falls short. Colour stays behind; 

toxins linger so better cleanup steps must follow prior to releasing water. Pressure builds not just from nature lovers but also 

tight legal rules pushing cleaner outcomes. Newer methods now aim to clear out dyes fully, leaving nothing nasty in their wake. 

Lately, nature-based fixes like trapping pollutants with raw stuff have stepped into the spotlight instead of old school cleanup 

ways. Using plant and sea waste that breaks down easily helps pull colorants out of water. What you get is strong pollutant 

capture, low expense, yet gentle on ecosystems. Choosing these green paths quietly shapes how we guard rivers and lakes 

ahead. Where Ri is Monthly return of the security, Rf is Monthly risk free rate, Rm is Monthly return of market and βis systematic 

risk (market risk). 

 

COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE OF CRAB SHELL WASTE 

 

From coastlines where seafood gets processed, crab shells pile up more than almost any other ocean-based leftover. Each 

year, tons get tossed out once the meat is taken, piling up problems for trash systems and nature alike. Yet these shells aren’t 

just junk they hold useful parts found in living things, ready to serve real purposes. Their makeup and inner structure give 

them an edge when cleaning dirty water through natural trapping methods. Starting off with chains of N-acetyl-D-

glucosamine, this long molecule holds together via β connections between its parts. Because of how it’s put together, it gives 

shells firmness without adding much weight light yet strong. Though cellulose takes first place among natural polymers, 
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chitin comes right after in abundance; beyond structure, it plays another role as raw material for making chitosan, often found 

helping clean water by trapping unwanted particles. 

Besides chitin, crab shells hold plenty of calcium carbonate, often making up most of the shell’s weight. Hardness and 

structure come from this compound, thanks to its crystal shapes. When crushed or altered, those tiny crystals help create more 

surface space, boosting how much the material can trap. Pores form because of the minerals inside, allowing better capture of 

unwanted substances. Removing pollutants gets easier since the minerals let ions swap places effectively. Crab shell waste 

holds more than just hard material it includes proteins too. Not far beneath the surface, those proteins wrap around chitin 

strands like vines on a frame. Because they help bind things together, the shell stays both strong and slightly bendable. When 

chemicals wash through the shells, one job is pulling out these proteins so only clean chitin remains. 

Crab shells have layers stacked in an orderly way, where tiny fibres of chitin sit inside a mix of proteins and minerals. Because 

of how these levels connect, they create small holes and pathways this raises the space accessible for trapping substances. 

Breaking down leftover crab shells by crushing them physically or altering them with chemicals opens up those inner passages 

further, exposing more area so pollutants can meet the active sites easily. Turning chitin into chitosan by removing acetyl 

groups boosts how well crab shell stuff works. Instead of just sitting there, chitosan grabs dyes, metals, and gunk from dirty 

water using its –NH₂ and –OH bits. Electric pulls, hydrogen links, plus metal grabbing help it trap pollutants one molecule at 

a time. 

Crab shell parts break down naturally, harm no living thing, yet still clean pollutants just like lab-made filters. Instead of piling 

up as trash, those shells turn sea industry leftovers into useful tools against contamination. Hidden inside each fragment: a mix 

of flexible carbon chains bound to sturdy minerals, working together without falling apart when stressed. What results stands 

strong while grabbing harmful stuff from water. 

 

PREPARATION OF CRAB SHELL BIO ADSORBENTS 

 

From discarded crab shells, bio adsorbents take shape through steps mixing heat, cleaning, then altering structure each stage 

shapes how well the end product grabs contaminants from dirty water. Sourced from fish markets and food plants, these shells 

carry natural substances like chitin alongside minerals the mix gives them a hidden talent for trapping unwanted colorants. To 

wake up their potential, treatments reshape the surface texture while uncovering sites ready to bond with pollutants. Without 

careful handling, the material stays dull; done right, it captures dyes far better due to newly opened pathways and exposed 

binding zones. 

 

Collection and Cleaning of Crab Shell Waste 

 

Out in the open, crab shells get gathered first pulled from bins at fishing spots or factories handling sea creatures. Moist bits 

stick to what’s fresh: flesh leftovers, greasy layers, foreign junk that messes up later steps. So, rinse them, again and again first 

with regular water, after that swap in purified stuff to knock loose gunk off the surface. Once clear, leave the pieces to lose 

wetness either under sun rays or inside heated chambers set low, waiting till zero damp stays behind. Dry chunks resist tiny 

invaders multiplying while breaking down easier when crushed into powder later on. 

 

Reduced Size and Prepared Powder 

 

Tiny pieces of dried crab shell get broken down by machines or hand tools like grinders or mortar and pestle. Through a fine 

mesh, the fragments pass to ensure evenness in size this matters because how small they are affects how well pollutants stick 

to them later. Smaller bits mean more space on the surface where reactions happen with coloured substances in water. What 

results is a powder that already works fairly well at capturing contaminants without extra cost. Still, treating it chemically 

pushes its ability much higher than untreated versions ever reach. 

 

Deproteinization Process 

 

Found within crab shells are structural proteins linked to chitin fibres. To reveal the underlying chitin structure, these proteins 

must be taken away. Alkaline solutions like sodium hydroxide are often used on ground crab shells, applied at regulated heat 

levels. As a result of this process, protein components break down and enter the liquid phase. What remains is a substance rich 

in chitin. Afterward, multiple rinses with purified water follow, continuing until any leftover alkalinity disappears and neutrality 

shows on test. 

 

Demineralization Process 

 

With proteins removed, what remains includes substantial quantities of calcium carbonate alongside various minerals. To 

address this, exposure to diluted acids commonly hydrochloric is applied for demineralization. As the acid engages the shell’s 
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calcium carbonate, bubbles of carbon dioxide emerge during mineral dissolution. Porosity improves through this process, along 

with a noticeable gain in pliability and capacity to absorb substances. Once treated, repeated washing occurs using purified 

water, ensuring residual acidity does not compromise integrity. 

 

Deacetylation and Chitosan Formation 

 

Out of the cleaned chitin once proteins and minerals are stripped away chitosan begins to form. Heat kicks things off, pushing 

strong alkali into the mix. With warmth guiding it, the reaction strips acetyl units loose from long chains. What remains opens 

up: bare nitrogen sites stand ready on each strand. Those spots grab dyes, latch onto pollutants, without needing prompts. 

Rinsing follows, many times over, pulling out leftover chemicals. Drying finishes it, leaving behind a fine, usable powder. 

 

Modification and Bio adsorbent Formation 

 

Chitosan, once made, might turn into powders, beads, flakes, or even gel like solids to boost how well it grabs substances. 

Beads usually come about when the material dissolves in a weak acid then solidifies inside an alkali bath. These changes tend 

to make the structure tougher, easier to use again, and more open on the surface. Stability in water improves if linked with other 

molecules or mixed into blends. 

 

Drying and Storage 

 

Oven heat pulls out leftover water from the finished bio adsorbent under steady warmth. Because moisture invites microbes, 

staying dry keeps it safe over time. Once ready, sealed jars hold the product till someone needs it for testing uptake ability. Dry 

air inside those containers locks in strength and performance when used later. 

 

Significance of Prepared Bio adsorbent 

 

From discarded crab shells, bio adsorbents emerge turning ocean waste into useful tools. These treated materials catch fabric 

dyes well, thanks to their open framework and active chemical sites. Their large outer zones allow more contact, making capture 

efficient. Instead of factory-made filters, these natural versions cost less and break down safely afterward. Made from what 

would otherwise pollute, they perform without harming surroundings. 

Crab shells, when prepared the right way, work much better at trapping pollutants from fabric factory water. These leftover bits 

of seafood become useful tools instead of trash. With careful handling, they help clean dirty runoff while giving old materials 

new purpose. Nature’s leftovers can tackle modern messes without fancy chemicals. Turning waste into filters keeps harmful 

stuff out of rivers. Simple changes to raw crustacean scraps make them surprisingly effective. Instead of dumping them, people 

find ways to reuse what once had no value. This approach cuts down on environmental harm slowly but steadily. 

 

MECHANISMS OF DYE ADSORPTION 

 

It starts when dye particles stick to solid surfaces this method pulls colour from fabric runoff fast, cheap, strong. Molecules 

shift from water into a sponge-like substance called an adsorbent. Crab shells turn into that cleaner stuff, grabbing dyes using 

natural hooks on their structure. Forces both quiet and sharp tie the pollutant to tiny spots on the material. Peek inside how 

these bonds form, then tweak settings to clean better, faster. Efficiency climbs once you see what holds the pieces together. 

Tiny bits from crab shells hold chitin and chitosan, materials packed with –NH₂ and –OH groups along with other reactive 

spots. Starting at a molecular level, those areas latch onto colour particles found in dirty water. Instead of one single way, they 

pull dyes using electric pulls, sticky hydrogen links, swapping ions, forming surface bonds, or just trapping them physically. 

Because several forces work together each adding its own role the cleanup becomes strong enough to clear out stubborn stains 

from polluted flows. 

 

Electrostatic Interaction 

 

Opposite charges pull together that’s key when dyes stick to chitosan materials. Depending on how acidic the water is, fabric 

dyes carry either a positive or negative charge. When the environment turns sour, nitrogen-rich parts of chitosan grab extra 

protons. That shift lights up positive spots across the material’s surface. From there, those hotspots lock onto dye molecules 

holding negative tags, especially stubborn ones like azo types found in factory runoff. 

When acidity rises, more protons latch onto surfaces, boosting how tightly pollutant molecules stick. Higher concentration of 

H+ ions pulls dye particles closer to material sites. In contrast, a shift toward basic settings strips away positive charges, 

weakening bonding chances. Fewer binding spots stay active once hydroxide builds up in liquid surroundings. Adsorption 
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drops off because opposing charges lose their grip under high pH exposure. Molecular clinging fades when environment turns 

too soapy or caustic. 

 

Hydrogen Bonding Mechanism 

 

Sometimes water-based dyes stick better because of tiny pulls between molecules. Crab shell material has OH or NH spots that 

link with parts like OH, NH₂, or SO₃H on colour molecules. Not just touch these links hold the dye steady. When dyes carry 

charge, those small ties make a real difference. Strength builds quietly through repeated contact points. Even weak attractions 

add up when many join. Especially for certain colours, this quiet grip matters most. It works best where water is involved. 

Stability grows from repetition, not force. That’s how shells help clear coloured wastewater. 

 

Ion Exchange Process 

 

Another key part of how dyes stick to materials is ion swapping. Ions sitting on the surface of natural absorbents switch places 

with dye ions in dirty water. Crab shell bits often contain calcium or similar elements that take part in this swap. Dye particles 

grab onto the surface more tightly than some original ions, so they push them out and take their place. The stronger pull of 

certain dyes helps clear them from the liquid better. 

 

Surface Complexation and Chemical Interaction 

 

When dye molecules link tightly to an adsorbent’s active sites via chemical bonding, that is called chemisorption. Instead of 

weak attraction, actual shared electrons create lasting connections. Chitosan contains amino parts capable of binding dyes by 

offering electrons. These links behave like anchors, holding colorants firmly in place. Because such bonds resist breaking, 

removal becomes difficult once attached. Stability increases especially when environmental factors Favor bond strength. When 

heat shifts, so does how dyes stick to materials time and chemistry matter just as much. Instead of weak clinging, strong bonds 

form when chemicals react deeply. These deeper links often hold more dye than surface-only attraction. 

 

Physical Adsorption and Pore Diffusion 

 

Dye molecules stick to the bio adsorbent’s porous surface through gentle molecular attractions, like van der Waals forces. 

Though not perfectly smooth, crab shell based materials offer pathways where colour particles can move deep inside. These 

openings spread throughout the material, letting more dye settle within. With greater space across the surface and deeper 

pockets inside, chances rise for trapping dyes firmly in place. Fresh off the starting line, dye particles rush toward the adsorbent's 

outer layer from the surrounding liquid. Then, step by step, they slide deeper into tiny inner spaces. All movement slows as 

balance finally sets in. Reaching stillness takes time, but it does arrive. 

 

FACTORS AFFECTING DYE REMOVAL EFFICIENCY 

 

How well dyes get removed from fabric factory water using natural absorbents hinges on many working and outside elements. 

Because dye particles interact differently with material surfaces, results shift based on structure and chemistry. From crab shells 

come useful materials like chitin and chitosan each carries chemical spots that grab colorants, though real-world settings change 

how strong this works. Since success changes under different setups, knowing what shifts the outcome helps fine tune cleanup 

methods just right. 

 

Effect of pH 

 

When the water gets more basic, certain chemical groups lose hydrogen atoms. This weakens the pull between the cleaning 

material and the coloured particles it tries to capture. As that happens, less colour is removed from the solution. In very high 

pH settings, OH- ions start crowding the same spots where dyes would attach. These busy sites mean fewer chances for dye 

binding. So things work better when acidity stays mild neither too sharp nor too flat. Neutral or just a bit sour helps grab more 

stain. 

 

Effect of Adsorbent Dosage 

 

With more bio adsorbent present, dye cleanup tends to work better. A higher dose means extra spots where dye can stick, along 

with broader surfaces for trapping colour. When crab shells are added in larger amounts, their working parts grab hold of more 

dye bits. That shift often results in cleaner water after treatment. Still, once you go past a certain amount, the cleaning effect 

doesn’t get better because the particles start clumping together. Too much material can block surfaces that should be active, 
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slowing down how fast color leaves the water. Finding just the right dose matters if the process needs to work well without 

wasting resources. 

Effect of Initial Dye Concentration 

 

Stronger dye mixes mean more dye particles chase fewer spots on the material that grabs them. When there is more colour in 

the water, the system can trap a larger amount at first. Yet once the grabbing surface gets full, less of the dye actually disappears 

from solution. Getting the dye level right matters if results need to stay reliable across tests. 

 

Effect of Contact Time 

 

Right away, colour particles stick fast to open spots they find on the material’s outside layer. As time passes, how long the 

liquid stays mixed with the natural cleaner shapes how much gets pulled out. At first, the pickup happens quick because plenty 

of empty places are still free up top. The meeting stretch between the coloured mix and the absorbing stuff sets when things 

finally balance out. Over time, the process loses speed since leftover dye particles have to push deeper into the material’s tiny 

spaces. When nothing much sticks anymore, balance sets in. Given enough time together, dye bits and the natural absorbent 

link up more fully, lifting how well color vanishes from solution. 

 

Effect of Temperature 

 

With rising heat, tiny dye bits move faster. This motion can help them stick better to trapping materials. A bit warmer often 

means quicker travel through gaps in the material. Energy builds as warmth rises, pushing contaminants further inside small 

spaces. How well they connect depends on how hot it gets. Too much heat can break down how tightly substances stick to 

biological materials, or ruin their shape. Since sticking might soak up heat or release it, the way things attach varies. Keeping 

a steady, right temperature helps the attachment work without failing. 

 

Effect of Particle Size and Surface Area 

 

Tiny bits of crab shell clean dye better than big chunks. When crushed small, they open up more space where dye can stick. 

Their tiny structure shows more active spots that grab colour from water. Powdered form works harder during cleanup because 

it spreads out wider. Larger pieces leave much of their power unused. Small grains simply reach further into polluted mixes. 

Tiny pieces mean shorter distances for molecules to travel, so grabbing stuff happens quicker. Yet when bits get too small, they 

can jam up filters while being sorted out. That is why having grains about the same size works better in real use. 

 

Effect of Agitation and Mixing Speed 

 

Shaking things well while testing dyes helps them meet the material that grabs them. Without steady motion, those tiny grabbing 

particles might sink and clump up at the bottom. When stirred more, the dye bumps into cleaning spots way more often 

efficiency climbs without extra effort. Movement keeps every part of the liquid equally involved in the process. Mixing too 

little might reduce how well the material meets the dye in liquid form, yet moving it too much could throw off balance during 

uptake. So steady movement matters if results need to stay strong. 

 

ADSORPTION ISOTHERM MODELS 

 

Most studies into dirty water check how stuff grabs junk floating around in it. Patterns made of numbers reveal exactly how 

much muck vanishes during cleanup attempts. A method tied to Langmuir appears frequently, just like one linked to Freundlich 

especially with coloured pollutants. Guesswork fades once these math-based guides step in. 

 

Langmuir Adsorption Isotherm Model 

 

Few spots exist per surface each spot fits just one dye piece. When one fills up, that space stops taking more. Dye sticks where 

gaps remain, never piling beyond a single level. Uniform layout guides every attachment point across the material. Filled sites 

hold identical strength, while neighbouring dye particles ignore one another. As layers build steadily, arrival matches exit at 

full capacity. Only when boundaries settle does stability appear. Beginning with surface behaviour, the Langmuir idea fits well 

when one layer of molecules sticks to even surfaces like chitosan changed by chemicals. This approach reveals how much 

colorant a set weight of material can grab at full load. Efficiency climbs as that number goes up, showing improved cleanup 

potential in dirty water scenarios. Through the crab shell’s surface groups, dyes may bind in a way that fits the Langmuir 

pattern. Where data lines up well, one sees even spreading and tight attraction between material and color. Instead of scattered 
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sticking, it suggests consistent sites take part. When fit is close, forces at play pull molecules into place without crowding. 

Matching this model hints chemistry drives the link, not just physical cling. 

 

Freundlich Adsorption Isotherm Model 

 

Far from smooth, surfaces obeying the Freundlich pattern hold spots where dye sticks more easily than others. Where Langmuir 

limits buildup to one level only, here piles grow taller molecules stacking beyond just one row. Instead of equal strength across 

the surface, bonding power varies site by site. Layers form unevenly because attraction between molecule and spot changes 

place to place. Apart from smooth materials, rough textures like those in crab shell powders fit well within this framework. 

Where surfaces differ widely, the Freundlich approach captures how molecules stick through weak forces across uneven areas. 

More dye in solution means more spots available for it to stick, so the material grabs more. How tightly it holds on depends on 

a number called the Freundlich constant. When that number is high, the surface really pulls in the dye well. Strong attraction 

usually means better cleanup performance overall. Starting with surface interactions, the Freundlich model fits because 

molecules stick by forming weak bonds like hydrogen links while also being pulled in by electric forces between charges. 

Movement into tiny spaces inside the material plays a role too, showing it is not just one kind of attachment at work. This mix 

means both physical clinging and chemical joining happen together during uptake. 

 

Temkin Adsorption Isotherm Model 

 

Instead of treating binding sites as identical, the Temkin approach accounts for molecular-level forces shaping how substances 

stick to surfaces. As more molecules settle in, their mutual influence causes attachment strength to taper off slowly. Rather 

than a steady release of energy, what happens is a step-by-step drop tied directly to how packed the surface becomes. Coverage 

changes shift the energetic landscape, making each new bond weaker than the last. When removing dyes, the Temkin model 

shows how attraction between molecules affects sticking. If results match this idea, it means chemistry plays a big role in 

trapping pollutants, while grip strength changes depending on where you look on the material's surface. 

 

Significance of Adsorption Isotherm Studies 

 

Looking at how materials soak up pollutants helps shape better water cleanup methods with natural absorbents. By studying 

these patterns, scientists learn about surface traits and how much color remover one material can hold. Instead of guessing, 

matching lab results to various pattern types reveals which sticking process fits best during cleaning. Figuring out the right fit 

shows exactly how dyes attach when waste fluids are treated. When it comes to crab shell bio adsorbents, tests on how dyes 

stick show chitosan’s active parts really do grab colour particles also hint at how well they’ll work when pollution levels shift. 

Knowing this helps turn small lab results into something factories might actually use. 

 

ADSORPTION KINETIC MODELS 

 

How fast dyes move into a material depends on adsorption kinetics, which matter when cleaning textile waste water with natural 

absorbents. From liquid to solid, the shift happens step by step studies track this pace while uncovering what drives each stage. 

Designing better cleanup setups means checking these patterns closely, since timing and amount of material used shape results 

in real ways. Through crab shell bio adsorbents, how dyes stick is often studied by watching time-based patterns – these reveal 

movement steps, bonding ways, plus where colour molecules meet chitosan’s working sites. Different math-driven timing 

frameworks help make sense of what happens during sticking; commonly used ones include a first-phase guess model, another 

that follows second-step logic, one tracking inner-mass spreading, along with an Lovich version shaped by surface change 

speed. 

 

Pseudo-First-Order Kinetic Model 

 

One moment it’s slow, then suddenly things pick up – adsorption speed ties closely to how many empty spots remain on the 

surface. This process leans more on gentle physical pulls rather than strong bonds, guiding dye particles into place. Right away, 

when dye molecules meet the material, plenty of open spots allow quick capture. Because time passes, those empty positions 

get filled, slowing down how fast more dye sticks. Only after most spaces are taken does the sticking stop changing much at 

all. Early on, this pattern fits well whenever dye grabs onto outer areas first. Even so, complex chemistry during dye cleanup 

can cause lab results to differ  

from predictions. Yet early clues about speed and effectiveness often come from the simpler first-phase model. 
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Pseudo-Second-Order Kinetic Model 

 

When chemists study how dyes stick to materials, they often turn to the pseudo-second-order kinetic model. It works well when 

bonds form through shared electrons between dye and surface groups. Rather than focusing on site numbers alone, it links 

speed to the squared count of open spots. Electron transfer plays a key role here, shaping how quickly molecules attach. 

Scientists Favor this approach because it fits data where chemical bonding drives uptake. 

Chitosan’s amino and hydroxyl groups latch onto dye molecules during biosorption using crab shells. Because of this 

interaction, uptake rates typically match pseudo-second-order patterns. Chemisorption tends to drive the process when these 

materials are involved. Predictions about how much dye gets absorbed and when balance occurs line up well with that kinetic 

model across various biological setups. What stands out is how closely the process follows pseudo-second -order patterns, 

pointing to solid bonding between dye particles and the material’s surface. Crab shells turned into absorbents really do work 

well for cleaning up fabric industry water waste. 

 

Intra-Particle Diffusion Model 

 

Molecules begin their journey by slipping past the outer layer, then slowly weave deeper. Not right away do they stick first a 

brief pause on the outside, before sliding inward. Movement picks up as paths branch into tiny tunnels inside the material. Step 

by step, without rushing, they fill spaces hidden at the core. This process unfolds gradually, never in one single leap. Right 

away, dye particles move fast to the outside layer of the bio adsorbent. After that, movement slows down as they spread into 

inner spaces till balance takes place. When only inside particle travel limits speed, results usually rise steadily along with time. 

Pore spaces inside crab shells let dyes move deeper, making cleanup more effective. Still, real world setups usually rely on 

both sticking to surfaces and spreading through tiny channels. 

 

Stages of Adsorption Process 

 

The adsorption of textile dyes onto crab shell bio adsorbents generally occurs in three sequential stages: 

External Mass Transfer: Rapid movement of dye molecules from solution to adsorbent surface, Surface Adsorption: Attachment 

of dye molecules onto available active sites, Intra Particle Diffusion: Migration of dye molecules into internal pores until 

equilibrium is reached. The overall adsorption rate depends on the slowest of these stages, which acts as the rate limiting step. 

 

Importance of Kinetic Studies 

 

Predicting how well a system removes dye means understanding its speed and limits. Figuring out how fast molecules stick 

plus their maximum load shapes real world design choices. Time needed to clean water ties directly to these measured values. 

Equipment size depends on what lab tests reveal about uptake behaviour. Performance at scale grows from small experiments 

that track movement over time. Pulling apart how fast dyes stick to crab shell bits reveals tight bonds form quickly with 

chitosan’s active sites. Figuring out these timing patterns helps fine-tune lab conditions, boosting how well natural filters clean 

polluted water. 

 

COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE OF CRAB SHELL BIO ADSORBENT WITH ANOTHER BIO ADSORBENT 

 

More people want eco-friendly ways to clean dirty water, so scientists look closely at natural materials from farms, factories, 

and oceans. These substances trap pollution instead of using harsh chemicals, often costing less while breaking down safely. 

Some work well because they grab dye particles fast and hold them tightly. Things like leftover crops, tree parts, tiny life forms, 

and sea waste show potential in tests. Crab shells stand out they pull colour from water better than many similar options tested 

so far. Rice husk, sawdust, coconut shell, banana peel, along with sugarcane bagasse often explored for pulling dyes from 

water. Made mostly of cellulose, hemicellulose, plus lignin, these hold OH and COOH parts that grab dye stuffs. Even if found 

nearly everywhere and cheap to get, their power to soak up pollutants tends to fall short. That weakness shows when surfaces 

react slow or offer too few spots where binding happens. To boost performance, people often turn to chemical tweaks even 

though steps multiply, work grows heavier. Unlike many plants, crab shells carry natural biopolymers like chitin and chitosan 

both loaded with amino and hydroxyl groups. Because of these chemical features, they bind more effectively to dyes via forces 

such as electrostatic pull, chelation, or hydrogen links. This often makes them outperform raw plant materials when soaking 

up colorants. On top of that, minerals within the shell add stiffness and enhance how well the material works during cleanup 

tasks. 

Chitin from ocean floor scraps pops up a lot in cleanup tech because it behaves like other sea-based absorbent stuff. Even 

though shrimp skin chitosan pulls colour out of water pretty well, remains from crabs tend to hold up stronger under pressure 

while packing more minerals that resist wear. After lab mixtures work on them, crab casings get tougher channels inside 

pathways open wide so tint particles slip deep into trapping zones. 
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Some tiny life forms like algae, fungi, and bacteria have shown promise in pulling dyes out of fabric waste water. Their outer 

layers can grab harmful stuff from liquids quite well. Still, they tend to act up when temperatures shift or pH levels change. 

Handling big batches turns tricky because they do not stay stable long. Growing them needs precise setups and special storage 

methods too. Because of that, using crab shells often makes more sense in factory settings. From tiny pores to big cleanup jobs, 

activated carbon grabs dyes fast thanks to vast surface space inside. Still, buying it in bulk adds up, plus bringing it back to life 

takes serious heat. Out on coastal docks, crab shells turn into quiet heroes soaking up pollutants just as well but kinder to 

budgets. Tossing what once was trash now builds useful tools, giving ocean leftovers new purpose instead of sitting idle. 

Crab shells break down on their own, leaving nothing toxic behind. Unlike lab-made absorbents that pollute after use, these 

natural ones vanish safely into the environment. Shaped by simple tweaks, chitosan from crabs turns into beads or thin sheets. 

Reuse gets easier when structure adapts, grabbing more contaminants each round. Performance climbs without harming 

ecosystems later. Not just one but several lab tests point to surface chemistry, tiny holes inside materials, and elemental makeup 

shaping how well pollutants stick. What makes crab shells stand out lies in their mix of natural polymers working alongside 

rigid mineral parts. Dyes used in fabric colouring whether they react easily, carry negative charges, or turn positive are pulled 

out more completely because of this blend. 

Crab shells pile up in big amounts because seafood businesses make them as leftover stuff. Since these leftovers need only 

basically steps to change, they become useful without much hassle. Problems fade when trash gets reused instead of tossed 

away somewhere. What once had no worth now helps clean harmful things from nature. Instead of plant-based options or tiny 

life forms, material from crabs grabs pollutants better. Fine results show crab shells beat older bio adsorbents when it comes to 

pulling dyes from water. Because they grab colour fast, hold up well, and won’t harm nature, factories might lean on them 

more. Money wise, they also come out ahead. Built tough, yet gentle on ecosystems, these materials fit right into big cleaning 

jobs. Efficiency jumps, while expenses drop making the switch look smarter by the day. 

 

ADVANTAGES OF CRAB SHELL BIOFILTER 

 

Lately, crab shell leftovers have caught interest as a way to filter water thanks to their low cost and usefulness in cleaning dirty 

runoff. These shells pile up after seafood gets processed, often ending up discarded without much thought. Yet they’re far from 

useless. Made of tough organic matter, they renew easily and come nearly free. Turning them into cleanup tools tackles two 

problems at once: reducing ocean industry trash while pulling harmful dyes out of factory water flows. What was once refuse 

now grabs pollutants, quietly doing double duty beneath the surface. 

Crab shell filters work well because they grab dye particles strongly. Inside those shells sits chitin, along with chitosan, both 

loaded with active sites that trap colourants fast. Amino and hydroxyl parts latch onto pollutants using electric pull, linked 

bonds, even molecular handshake tricks. That mix clears bright waste from fabric factory water without much fuss. 

Crab shells bring a quiet advantage when cleaning water they leave no harmful trace behind. While man made chemicals often 

dump extra pollution into ecosystems, these natural filters break down harmlessly. Because they do not poison rivers or soil, 

their role fits within long term solutions. Once finished soaking up contaminants, the leftover material does not haunt the 

environment like industrial waste might. Instead, it either returns gently to nature or finds new purpose without risk. 

Crab shells turn into budget-friendly filters without much fuss. Activated carbon, on the other hand, drains money fast due to 

pricey manufacturing and recharging steps. Along coastlines, discarded shells pile up free or nearly free for the taking. Instead 

of complex methods, a basic chemical wash gets them ready. Factories and labs alike can set up cleaning systems using these 

treated shells without overspending. 

Not only do crab shell biofilters tackle many kinds of dyes reactive, acidic, even basic ones but they also hold up well when 

pH levels shift or dye amounts change. Because these filters adjust easily to real world water conditions, their fit for treating 

waste streams becomes clear without needing perfect setups. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Crab shells, once tossed aside, now find new purpose. Instead of vanishing into landfills, they transform into filters that clean 

polluted water. These reimagined shells tackle stubborn textile dyes, which often survive standard breakdown processes. Dyes 

like these threaten rivers, sea life, and people too. Turning crustacean waste into cleaning agents adds worth where there was 

none. This path turns trash into a tool without draining resources. Money matters when fighting contamination solutions must 

not cost the sky. Old ways of treating wastewater show limits; here comes another route. Chitin rich shells step in, quietly 

outperforming expectations. Their natural structure grabs harmful colorants fast. Not every fix needs high tech sometimes 

leftovers do better. From start to finish, the crab shell filter pulled colour from water fast because its surface held tiny sticky 

spots like amines and alcohols found in chitosan. Because of these points, electric pulls formed easily, trapping dye bits through 

clingy bonds and layer sticking. Unlike most plant based cleaners, this one handled more waste without falling apart, broke 

down naturally, stayed solid over time. Its makeup from sea life chemistry attracted dirt better yet left almost no trace behind, 

so nature stays undisturbed. When stacked against other natural filtering materials, crab shell systems hold their ground well 

matching others in how much they clean, what they cost, plus how often they can be reused. While man made filters sometimes 
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need costly steps to make and leave behind chemicals, shells come cheap and are everywhere after seafood gets eaten. Their 

prep takes little more than cleaning and drying. Turning something tossed out into a useful tool fit neatly into smarter resource 

loops, especially where dirty water needs treatment. Fewer bad reactions in test organisms suggest cleaner water after treatment, 

since processed wastewater behaves less harshly than raw discharge. Signs of healthier biological activity follow once dyes 

lose their edge during filtering. Clear drops in colorant levels show up plainly under close inspection methods like high 

performance liquid chromatography back this trend without doubt, proving the natural filter truly captures pollutants. 

 

 

REFERENCES  

 

1. Crini, G., & Badot, P. M. (2008). Application of chitosan, a natural aminopolysaccharide, for dye removal from aqueous 

solutions. Progress in Polymer Science, 33(4), 399–447. 

2. Aziz, M., Rahman, M., & Islam, M. (2024). Tunable dye adsorbing materials from crab and shrimp waste shells for water 

remediation. Environmental Advances, 15, 100421. 

3. Benkhaya, S., M’rabet, S., & El Harfi, A. (2021). Removal of textile dyes using marine shell wastes: A sustainable approach. 

Journal of Environmental Management, 295, 113046. 

4. Rahman, M. M., Khan, M. A., & Alam, S. (2025). Eco-conscious synthesis of chitosan nanocomposite from crab shell waste 

for textile dye degradation. Journal of Water Process Engineering, 62, 105214. 

5. Kumar, R., & Sharma, P. (2020). Environmentally friendly dye removal using chitosan adsorbent derived from shell waste. 

International Journal of Polymer Science, 2020, 1–10. 

6. Wang, J., & Chen, C. (2014). Chitosan-based biosorbents for adsorption of pollutants. Biotechnology Advances, 32(8), 

1466–1486. 

7. Vakili, M., Rafatullah, M., Ibrahim, M. H., et al. (2014). Application of chitosan and its derivatives as adsorbents for dye 

removal. Carbohydrate Polymers, 113, 115–130. 

8. Kyzas, G. Z., & Bikiaris, D. N. (2015). Recent modifications of chitosan for adsorption applications. Marine Drugs, 13(1), 

312–337. 

9. Ngah, W. S. W., & Teong, L. C. (2011). Chitosan adsorbents for dye removal: A review. Carbohydrate Polymers, 83(4), 

1446–1456. 

10. Gupta, V. K., & Suhas. (2009). Application of low-cost adsorbents for dye removal. Journal of Environmental Management, 

90(8), 2313–2342. 

11. Robinson, T., McMullan, G., Marchant, R., & Nigam, P. (2001). Remediation of dyes using natural adsorbents. Bioresource 

Technology, 77(3), 247–255. 

12. Forgacs, E., Cserháti, T., & Oros, G. (2004). Removal of synthetic dyes from wastewaters. Environment International, 

30(7), 953–971. 

13. Babel, S., & Kurniawan, T. A. (2003). Low-cost adsorbents for heavy metals and dyes removal. Journal of Hazardous 

Materials, 97(1–3), 219–243. 

14. Mittal, A. (2006). Adsorption kinetics of dye removal using waste materials. Journal of Hazardous Materials, 133(1–3), 

196–202. 

15. Rafatullah, M., Sulaiman, O., Hashim, R., & Ahmad, A. (2010). Adsorption of dyes using agricultural wastes. Journal of 

Hazardous Materials, 177(1–3), 70–80. 

16. Ali, I. (2012). New generation adsorbents for water treatment. Chemical Reviews, 112(10), 5073–5091. 

17. Annadurai, G., Juang, R. S., & Lee, D. J. (2002). Adsorption of dyes using activated carbon prepared from wastes. Journal 

of Hazardous Materials, 92(3), 263–274. 

18. Wan Ngah, W. S., Hanafiah, M. A. K. M. (2008). Removal of heavy metal ions using chitosan composites. Bioresource 

Technology, 99(10), 3935–3948. 

19. Crini, G. (2006). Non-conventional low-cost adsorbents for dye removal. Bioresource Technology, 97(9), 1061–1085. 

20. Salleh, M. A. M., Mahmoud, D. K., Karim, W. A. W. A., & Idris, A. (2011). Cationic and anionic dye adsorption by 

agricultural solid wastes. Desalination, 280(1–3), 1–13. 

 

 Copyright & License: 

 

© Authors retain the copyright of this article. This work is published under the Creative 

Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0), permitting unrestricted use, 

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 

https://ijvra.org/

