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Abstract

Reflecting a strategic shift from a primarily continental orientation to a broad Indo-Pacific involvement,
India's maritime diplomacy has undergone significant change in the 21st century. The increasing
significance of maritime trade, shifting geopolitical factors, and the necessity of protecting sea lines of
communication in a world that is changing at an accelerated pace have all contributed to this shift.
Through major frameworks like SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) and its extension
into a larger Indo-Pacific perspective, this paper explores the increasing scope of India's maritime
diplomacy. India's expanding network of alliances, including multilateral organizations like the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and the Indian Ocean Rim
Association, as well as bilateral partnerships with key countries like the United States, Japan, Australia,
and France, are all analyzed in the study. It asserts that India's maritime diplomacy is driven by strategic,
economic, and normative needs, such as promoting a rules-based order, maritime security, and regional
connectivity. The paper also provides a critical assessment of the difficulties facing India, such as
resource shortages, institutional restrictions, and geopolitical rivalry with China. The paper shows how
India is establishing itself as a key player in influencing the Indo-Pacific order, all the while preserving
strategic independence, by positioning India's maritime diplomacy inside wider frameworks of
international relations.
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Introduction

One of the most significant geopolitical structures of the twenty-first century, the Indo-Pacific has
revolutionized the way we think about the spatial and strategic aspects of international affairs. This
change marks a crucial shift in India's foreign policy orientation, moving away from its historical
emphasis on the continent and towards a greater focus on maritime issues. Historically, India's strategic
worries have been influenced by territorial conflicts and land-based dangers, notably along its borders
with China and Pakistan. The growing importance of maritime commerce, international supply chains,
and ocean security, meanwhile, has necessitated a change of course toward the sea.

The Indo-Pacific region, which extends from the eastern coast of Africa to the western Pacific Ocean, is
a large and interconnected maritime area that is home to some of the most important sea lines of
communication (SLOCs). The global economy is supported by the movement of goods, energy supplies,
and money along these routes. With roughly 90-95% of its trade by volume being carried via sea routes
(Ministry of External Affairs, 2022), India is especially reliant on maritime trade. The significance of
maritime security as a key aspect of national strategy is highlighted by this economic reality.

Maritime diplomacy, as a concept, includes a broad spectrum of government actions intended to use
maritime resources for diplomatic objectives. Joint drills, naval collaboration, port calls, humanitarian
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aid, disaster relief (HADR), and capacity-building programs are all included. Maritime diplomacy, in
contrast to conventional diplomacy, functions at the nexus of security and cooperation, allowing states
to project power while also promoting trust and collaboration (Brewster, 2014).

In the context of the Indo-Pacific discussion, which highlights connectivity, inclusivity, and adherence
to international norms, India's maritime involvement has seen renewed impetus. India has expressed the
notion of a "free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific" in concert with allies like the United States, Japan,
and Australia. The significance of freedom of navigation, respect for sovereignty, and the peaceful
settlement of conflicts are all emphasized in this perspective (Jaishankar, 2020).

In addition, the Indo-Pacific region is seeing growing geopolitical rivalry, notably between the United
States and China. Strategic balance and regional stability have been threatened by China's expanding
maritime presence, which is backed by projects like port construction and infrastructure investment in
the Indian Ocean (Kaplan, 2018). This changing environment poses both difficulties and possibilities for
India, necessitating a subtle strategy that strikes a balance between cooperation and competition.

As a result, India's maritime diplomacy is influenced by a mix of economic needs, security concerns, and
moral obligations. Its goals are to promote regional connectivity, ensure the safety of maritime trade
routes, and help uphold a rules-based global system. India is establishing itself as a major player in the
Indo-Pacific, with the ability to shape regional dynamics and contribute to global governance, via a
network of alliances and programs.

Evolution of India’s Maritime Diplomacy

India's maritime diplomacy has undergone a slow but significant shift that reflects wider changes in its
strategic perspective, economic goals, and geopolitical landscape. Following independence, India's
foreign policy was heavily influenced by the ideals of non-alignment and a high priority on continental
security. Partition's tragic experience, along with disputes along its land borders, notably with Pakistan
and China, cemented a land-focused approach to strategy. Despite India's extensive coastline and rich
maritime history, maritime issues remained unimportant in this situation. For the majority of the Cold
War, the Indian Ocean was viewed as a generally tranquil and safe place, with few immediate dangers to
India's marine interests.

Nevertheless, the end of the Cold War and the start of globalization signaled a significant shift in India's
strategic mindset. In the early 1990s, economic liberalization greatly enhanced India's integration into
the global economy, resulting in a boom in imports of trade, capital, and energy. As a result of this shift,
India became more reliant on maritime routes, notably for the shipment of crude oil and other vital goods.
Consequently, the security of sea lines of communication (SLOCs) grew to be a major worry, which led
to a reevaluation of maritime strategy and the role of diplomacy in protecting these interests (Brewster,
2014).

The Indian Navy has been a crucial force behind this strategic change, significantly contributing to the
redefinition of India's maritime stance. The Navy presented a picture of India as a capable maritime power
with obligations that extend beyond its immediate coastline through a number of operational initiatives
and doctrinal publications. A major turning point in this development was the "Freedom to Use the Seas"
naval doctrine of 2007. It highlighted the significance of sea control, power projection, and the protection
of maritime interests, but also acknowledged the necessity for collaboration with other navies. By
combining military capacity with diplomatic engagement, this doctrinal change laid the groundwork for
a more proactive and outward-looking maritime diplomacy.
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The enunciation of the SAGAR concept by Narendra Modi in 2015 marked a turning point in the
development of India's maritime diplomacy. The holistic framework for India's interaction with the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is represented by SAGAR, which stands for Security and Growth for All in
the Region. Reflecting India's ambition to serve as a "net security provider” in the area, it stresses
inclusiveness, collaboration, and shared prosperity. Maritime diplomacy is extended beyond traditional
military issues by the doctrine's emphasis on capacity-building, sustainable development, maritime
security, and disaster response. It also highlights the need for developing trust and establishing
relationships with littoral countries, especially tiny island states that are particularly vulnerable.

SAGAR did not mark the end of the development of India's maritime diplomacy. The idea of
MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions) has helped
it grow even more in recent years. The principles of SAGAR are extended to the larger Indo-Pacific by
this framework, taking into account the increasing interconnectedness of maritime regions and the
necessity for a more integrated strategic approach. By emphasizing the importance of sustainable
development, blue economy strategies, and climate resilience, MAHASAGAR integrates economic,
environmental, and technological aspects (Ministry of External Affairs, 2023). India's understanding that
the Indo-Pacific is a single strategic theater is shown by this transition from a regionally oriented to a
transregional maritime approach.

India's maritime diplomacy has also been greatly influenced by external forces. China's emergence as a
major maritime force has had far-reaching consequences for the Indian Ocean and the Indo-Pacific region
as a whole. Growing concerns about strategic competition and influence have been caused by China's
growing presence in the area, which has been made possible by the construction of ports, investment in
infrastructure, and deployment of naval forces. India has been forced to rethink its maritime strategy as
a result of initiatives that have boosted China's economic and strategic presence, such as the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). India has reacted by attempting to improve its naval forces, bolster its maritime
infrastructure, and foster closer relationships with nations who share similar values.

A strong emphasis on multilateralism and inclusivity is also a feature of India's shifting maritime
diplomacy. India has continuously supported an open and inclusive Indo-Pacific framework that takes
into account a variety of interests and encourages cooperative engagement, in contrast to conventional
alliance-based methods. Its support for regional bodies and projects that emphasize communication,
consensus-building, and shared accountability demonstrates this strategy. India aims to strike a balance
between competing interests and prevent the area from becoming divided into opposing factions by
fostering an inclusive perspective.

India's maritime diplomacy is built on the fundamental normative principles of adherence to international
law, notably the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). India strengthens its
reputation as a responsible maritime actor by highlighting the value of rule-based governance, freedom
of navigation, and peaceful conflict resolution, aligning itself with international norms. This position also
improves its diplomatic standing in resolving problems like maritime security concerns and territorial
disputes.

The growing integration of non-traditional security concerns into maritime diplomacy is another
significant aspect of this shift. A more thorough approach to maritime governance is necessary due to the
increasing importance of problems like piracy, maritime terrorism, illegal fishing, and environmental
deterioration in recent years. India's focus on humanitarian help and disaster relief (HADR), capacity-
building, and climate resilience demonstrates its awareness of these issues and its commitment to
fostering regional stability.
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Therefore, India's maritime diplomacy has evolved from a restrictive and reactive stance to one that is
all-encompassing and proactive. It takes into account the complexity of the current maritime environment
by integrating normative, economic, and security considerations. India has been able to extend its
influence beyond the Indian Ocean and play a more active role in the Indo-Pacific because of this change,
establishing itself as a crucial actor in influencing regional dynamics and promoting global maritime
governance.

Strategic Significance of the Indo-Pacific

The Indo-Pacific has become a key theater of international geopolitics, altering the geographical
boundaries of international relations and focusing strategic attention on maritime areas. The region is a
crucial area where global and regional interests converge, as evidenced by its economic vitality, strategic
sea lanes, and the presence of big powers. The Indo-Pacific region is a strategic reality for India, where
economic needs, security considerations, and geopolitical objectives all come together. It is more than
just a geographical idea.

The Indo-Pacific is one of the most important centers for international commerce and investment from
an economic standpoint. It comprises some of the world's fastest-growing economies, such as those in
East Asia, Southeast Asia, and sections of the Indian Ocean area. The movement of commodities, energy
resources, and raw materials between continents is facilitated by the maritime routes that run through this
vast area, notably crucial chokepoints like the Strait of Malacca, the Strait of Hormuz, and the Bab el-
Mandeb. These sea lines of communication (SLOCSs) are crucial for the operation of the global economy
and the security of international commerce networks (World Bank, 2021). Given that India's economy is
heavily integrated into global supply chains, maritime trade's security and uninterrupted flow are vital to
maintaining its economic growth, industrial output, and energy security.

The Indo-Pacific is the transit route for a sizable portion of India's energy imports, which highlight the
country's reliance on maritime routes. Any interruption in these routes, whether caused by conflict,
piracy, or geopolitical tensions, might have significant consequences for economic stability. Therefore,
a key goal of India's strategic strategy has been to guarantee the security and resilience of these maritime
routes. The Indo-Pacific region is a key stage in India's development trajectory due to the close
relationship between this economic aspect and India’s larger goal of becoming a leading global economic
force.

The Indo-Pacific region's strategic importance is emphasized by the variety of security issues that define
it. Non-traditional threats like piracy, maritime terrorism, illegal fishing, and environmental deterioration
coexist alongside traditional threats like naval rivalry and territorial disputes. The weaknesses in maritime
governance structures are highlighted by the continued prevalence of piracy in certain areas of the Indian
Ocean and the increasing worries about illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. A coordinated
response and improved collaboration between regional players are required in order to address these
ISsues.

Territorial conflicts, especially in the South China Sea, have increased strategic competition and led to
the militarization of the maritime sphere. Concerns have been expressed over the erosion of international
standards and the possibility of conflict due to competing claims, the creation of artificial islands, and
the deployment of military resources (Kaplan, 2018). For India, these developments emphasize the need
to abide by international law, particularly the tenets of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS), which regulates maritime rights and duties.
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The strategic environment in the Indo-Pacific is further complicated by the presence of big powers. The
antagonism between China and the United States has far-reaching consequences for regional stability and
the balance of power. The strategic balance has changed as a result of China's quick naval modernization
and increasing presence in the Indian Ocean, even though the United States has historically been the
major maritime force. For India, this changing dynamic presents both difficulties and opportunities. It
calls for prudent navigation of fierce power rivalry in order to avoid becoming embroiled in disputes; on
the other hand, it opens the door to strategic alliances with like-minded nations that share an interest in
preserving a rules-based and stable global order.

India’'s involvement in the Indo-Pacific region is also influenced by its Act East Policy, which aims to
strengthen economic and strategic connections with Southeast Asia. This policy signifies a change from
the previous "Look East" strategy to a more proactive and action-oriented framework. India wants to
improve its integration with the region through increased trade, infrastructure projects, and cultural
exchanges. Maritime collaboration, especially in domains like naval maneuvers, capacity development,
and disaster response, is a key element of this interaction. India's understanding of the value of inclusive
regional frameworks in promoting stability and cooperation is reflected in the focus on ASEAN
centrality.

India can also use the Indo-Pacific region to increase its strategic influence and help administer the area.
India may strengthen its position as a net security provider in the area by actively engaging in multilateral
fora and supporting programs like maritime domain awareness and disaster resilience. Its focus on an
"free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific" is consistent with the interests of several regional players and
supports its dedication to a collaborative approach to security.

The strategic significance of the Indo-Pacific is further increased by environmental factors. The area is
severely exposed to the effects of climate change, such as rising sea levels, severe weather occurrences,
and the decline of marine ecosystems. These difficulties present existential risks for many small island
nations, making sustainable marine practices and collective action essential. The intersection of
environmental and strategic concerns is highlighted by India's involvement in these problems, notably
via programs centered on climate resilience and the blue economy.

The Indo-Pacific's strategic environment is also being transformed by technological breakthroughs.
States are becoming better at monitoring and protecting their maritime areas thanks to advancements in
satellite surveillance, digital communication, and maritime domain awareness. Utilizing these
technologies is crucial for India in order to increase operational efficiency and enhance coordination with
partners. Additionally, technological collaboration with other nations creates fresh avenues for
cooperation and innovation in maritime security.

As a result, the Indo-Pacific is a multifaceted strategic area where economic interests, security risks, and
geopolitical rivalry converge. For India, interacting with this area is not just a need but also a chance to
establish its position as a major maritime force. It takes a measured approach to balancing national
interests with regional collaboration, with an emphasis on inclusiveness, sustainability, and compliance
with international norms.

India’s Network of Maritime Partnerships

India's maritime diplomacy is based on a complex, multifaceted network of alliances throughout the Indo-
Pacific region, demonstrating a realistic and adaptable strategy to regional participation. India has chosen
a strategy of varied collaboration that includes multilateral, minilateral, and bilateral frameworks, rather
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than depending on strict alliance systems. By allowing India to respond to shifting geopolitical realities
while still adhering to its long-held dedication to strategic autonomy, this strategy enables India to
improve its strategic capabilities and fortify regional stability.

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), which includes India, the United States, Japan, and
Australia, is at the center of this collaborative network. The Quad has become a vital forum for advancing
maritime cooperation and tackling common issues in the Indo-Pacific region. Originally intended as a
consultative mechanism, it has transformed into a more organized alliance that prioritizes maritime
security, infrastructure development, supply chain resilience, and emerging technologies. The Quad's
actions are still centered on naval cooperation, particularly through joint drills like the Malabar Exercise,
which improves the interoperability and operational coordination of its member countries. The Quad also
aligns well with India's maritime vision, reflecting a common commitment to a free, open, and rules-
based Indo-Pacific (Smith, 2021).

India’s interaction with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is another key component
of its maritime diplomacy. India has always stressed the significance of ASEAN centrality in preserving
regional equilibrium, as ASEAN holds a central role in the Indo-Pacific regional structure. India works
with Southeast Asian countries on topics such as maritime security, economic integration, connectivity,
and disaster management through forums like the ASEAN Regional Forum and the East Asia Summit
(Acharya, 2014). By promoting trade, investment, and cultural interaction, the Act East Policy enhances
this connection. Particularly in the South China Sea, where concerns over freedom of navigation and
adherence to international law are paramount, maritime cooperation with ASEAN is of utmost
importance.

India's leadership position in the Indian Ocean Region is demonstrated by its active involvement in the
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). India, a major player in the IORA, has been instrumental in
establishing its agenda, which centers on maritime security, economic cooperation, and sustainable
development. The group serves as a forum for discussing shared issues like climate change, catastrophe
risk reduction, and the sustainable use of marine resources. India's focus on the blue economy inside
IORA is indicative of its larger commitment to striking a balance between economic development and
environmental sustainability (IORA, 2022).

The Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI), which complements current regional mechanisms by
providing a flexible and inclusive framework for collaboration, has also been launched by India.
Important pillars of the IPOI include marine security, marine ecology, capacity building, and disaster risk
mitigation. Its open and non-binding character encourages countries to participate in accordance with
their interests and capabilities, fostering a collaborative and flexible approach to maritime governance
(MEA, 2020).

India's maritime diplomacy is further strengthened by bilateral alliances with major powers, which allow
for greater strategic collaboration and capacity development. The alliance with the United States is
particularly important since it includes logistical assistance, intelligence exchange, and military
collaboration. Mutual access to military sites is made possible by foundational agreements like the
Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), which enhances operational readiness and
interoperability. Maintaining stability in the Indo-Pacific and enhancing maritime security are aided by
regular joint activities and coordinated patrols (Pant, 2019).

The connection between India and Japan is defined by a significant alignment of strategic and economic
goals. The focus on a free and open Indo-Pacific aligns well with India’s maritime vision, laying a solid
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groundwork for collaboration. Bilateral initiatives include maritime capacity-building, connectivity
projects, and infrastructure development. This alliance is strengthened by cooperation in maritime
domain awareness and combined naval operations, which emphasize the increasing synergy between the
two nations.

Shared worries about regional security and stability have also been a major factor in the significant
increase in the relationship with Australia in recent years. Bilateral relations have improved via increased
maritime cooperation, reciprocal access agreements, and shared participation in multilateral exercises
like Malabar. The growing importance of minilateral collaboration in tackling complex regional
challenges is demonstrated by Australia's integration into India's maritime framework.

India's maritime alliances gain a unique extra-regional perspective from its connection with France.
France is a valuable partner for India in maintaining maritime security and stability in the Indian Ocean
due to its strategic presence in the region via its overseas territories. Joint maritime patrols, cooperative
naval exercises, and cooperation on topics like sustainable development and climate change are all part
of the cooperation between the two nations. India's capacity to collaborate with European players in
influencing the Indo-Pacific order is highlighted by this alliance.

India's maritime diplomacy extends beyond big powers and multilateral frameworks to include smaller
coastal nations and island states in the Indian Ocean region. Because of their strategic locations and
shared interests, nations like Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Mauritius, and the Seychelles are essential to
India's maritime policy. India's interactions with these states center around humanitarian aid,
development aid, and capacity building. Initiatives like giving coastal monitoring systems, training
courses, and disaster relief help strengthen the capacity of partner nations while promoting trust and
goodwill. India’s reputation as a responsible regional leader and a net provider of security is strengthened
by these initiatives.

India's strategy toward maritime alliances is a manifestation of a larger plan of inclusive participation
and collaborative security. India is able to tackle a wide range of challenges while maintaining flexibility
in its diplomatic strategy by integrating multilateral, bilateral, and regional efforts. This network helps
establish a stable and resilient Indo-Pacific order while also improving India’s strategic capabilities.

India’'s capacity to adjust to shifting geopolitical realities while pursuing its long-term strategic goals is
demonstrated by the dynamic and ever-changing nature of these relationships. India is still establishing
itself as a key player in the Indo-Pacific by influencing regional dynamics and helping to uphold a rules-
based maritime order through ongoing engagement and collaboration.

Challenges and Future Prospects

India has been able to establish itself as a major player in the Indo-Pacific thanks to the growth of
maritime diplomacy, but this path is fraught with a complicated array of institutional, strategic, and
structural obstacles. India's engagement is limited in scope and efficacy by these restrictions,
necessitating careful maneuvering in an increasingly competitive geopolitical landscape.

The escalating strategic rivalry with China is a major issue, since China's increasing maritime presence
has reshaped the Indo-Pacific's dynamics. China's investments in port infrastructure, logistical hubs, and
maritime links across the Indian Ocean, which are frequently linked to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
have sparked worries about strategic encirclement and influence. India's historic supremacy in its
immediate maritime neighborhood is undermined by the growth of dual-use ports and the rising number
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of Chinese naval assets in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). India must respond to this competition through
strategic partnerships and alternative connection initiatives, as it is not solely military but also economic
and infrastructural in nature.

A major barrier is the lack of resources. Although India has made significant advancements in
modernizing its navy and improving its maritime infrastructure, its capabilities are still limited when
compared to those of the major nations. India’s capacity to increase its maritime presence is hampered by
budgetary constraints, competing national priorities, and the expensive costs of naval expansion.
Additionally, resource allocation is made more complex by the necessity to strike a balance between the
needs of continental defense and maritime aspirations. Therefore, in order to maintain its maritime
engagement, India must depend on partnerships and burden-sharing agreements in addition to indigenous
capacity-building.

The efficacy of India's maritime diplomacy is further impacted by institutional constraints within regional
organizations. Multilateral forums like the Indian Ocean Rim Association and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations frequently struggle with issues like consensus-building, coordination, and
implementation. Collective action might be hampered by the diversity of member states, differing threat
perceptions, and different levels of economic development. Although India has consistently backed
inclusive and multilateral frameworks, the practical effectiveness of these organizations is still
inconsistent, which restricts their capacity to respond to urgent maritime concerns in a timely and
coordinated manner.

The need to strike a balance between strategic independence and stronger relationships is another
important challenge. India's foreign policy has long prioritized independence in decision-making, a
principle that is ingrained in its history and strategic culture. Closer alignment with like-minded nations
has been required, however, due to the changing Indo-Pacific environment, particularly through forums
like the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue. Although such alliances improve India's strategic capabilities
and open opportunities for collaboration, they also raise worries about overreliance or apparent alignment
within major power conflicts. India needs a sophisticated diplomatic strategy to strike this balance so that
it may gain from alliances without jeopardizing its independence.

India's maritime diplomacy is made more complicated by non-traditional security threats. Problems like
piracy, unlawful fishing, marine terrorism, and environmental destruction call for coordinated responses
that go beyond traditional military methods. The Indo-Pacific's coastal and island countries are
particularly vulnerable to climate change, which increases the frequency of natural catastrophes and
endangers marine ecosystems. Addressing these issues necessitates ongoing expenditures in regional
collaboration, technological innovation, and capacity development.

Despite these challenges, India has significant opportunities to broaden and strengthen its participation
in the changing marine industry. The blue economy, which includes industries like fishing, offshore
energy, maritime transport, and coastal tourism, is one of the most promising sectors. India has the ability
to boost its economic growth while also helping to protect the environment by encouraging the
responsible use of ocean resources. The focus on sustainability is consistent with worldwide goals and
enhances India's normative standing in maritime governance.

Another approach to improving maritime capabilities is through technological developments. The
capacity to monitor, coordinate, and react can be greatly enhanced by advances in satellite surveillance,
maritime domain awareness, digital connectivity, and artificial intelligence. India can improve its
operational efficiency and foster better collaboration with regional partners by incorporating these
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technologies into its maritime strategy. Technological collaboration also fosters innovation-driven
alliances, notably with developed economies in the Indo-Pacific.

One of the cornerstone of India's maritime diplomacy is still promoting regional cooperation. Programs
like the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) offer adaptable frameworks for cooperation in a variety of
fields, including maritime security, disaster risk mitigation, and marine ecology. India's position as a
trustworthy and accountable partner is further strengthened by its interaction with smaller coastal states
and island nations through capacity-building, development aid, and humanitarian assistance. These
initiatives help establish a collaborative security climate while also strengthening regional resilience.

Initiatives aimed at improving economic connectivity also provide great opportunities. India may
improve its connection with regional economies and offer alternatives to current connectivity frameworks
by investing in port infrastructure, logistics networks, and trade routes. These actions support its overall
maritime strategy and strengthen its economic clout in the Indo-Pacific.

The dynamic nature of India's maritime diplomacy is highlighted by the interaction between opportunities
and challenges. The changing regional environment presents prospects for creativity, collaboration, and
leadership, even if there are restrictions imposed by geopolitical rivalry and structural constraints. India's
capacity to successfully capitalize on these prospects while overcoming its challenges will have a
significant impact on its maritime trajectory and overall influence in the Indo-Pacific region.

Conclusion

India's maritime diplomacy demonstrates a significant shift in its strategic perspective, driven by the
needs of economic development, security, and geopolitical sway in an increasingly interconnected world.
The shift from a primarily continental emphasis to a maritime-oriented approach highlights the
understanding that the oceans are essential to national wealth and international engagement. India, as an
emerging power, has attempted to utilize its geographical position in the Indian Ocean and its growing
naval strength to assume a more aggressive posture in the Indo-Pacific.

The growth of India's naval interaction throughout the Indo-Pacific has been accompanied by the
establishment of a strong network of alliances. India has contributed to the creation of a cooperative
regional framework via multilateral forums such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, cooperation with
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and active involvement in the Indian Ocean Rim Association.
These alliances are supported by solid bilateral connections with nations like the United States, Japan,
Australia, and France, which improve interoperability, capacity development, and strategic coordination.

At the normative level, programs like SAGAR demonstrate India's dedication to an inclusive and
cooperative vision of maritime governance, with an emphasis on security, sustainable development, and
shared prosperity. This strategy supports the larger aim of fostering an Indo-Pacific that is free, open, and
rules-based, built on international law and respect for national sovereignty. Nevertheless, there are major
obstacles due to the shifting regional landscape. A careful balancing of priorities and partnerships is
required due to resource limitations, institutional inefficiencies, and increased strategic rivalry with
China.

The success of India's maritime diplomacy will depend on its capacity to manage these complexities
while maintaining its strategic independence. India is in a strong position to strengthen its position as a
major maritime player by continuing to invest in maritime capabilities, strengthen regional collaboration,
and engage positively with both old and new allies. India's maritime diplomacy is expected to play an
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increasingly significant role in establishing regional stability, promoting economic integration, and
defending a rules-based international order as the Indo-Pacific region develops.
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