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Abstract: Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar’s ideas and principles have always been relevant to Indian politics. In
fact, he supported a political system in which the state provides equal political opportunities to all and
does not discriminate on the basis of religion, caste, color, or gender. Babasaheb Ambedkar believed that
the main reason for India’s backwardness is the delay in changing the land system. The solution to this is
democratic socialism, which would increase economic efficiency and productivity and make
transformation of the rural economy possible. In reality, without social consciousness, democracy
becomes soulless. In such a situation, until social democracy is established, the development of social
consciousness is also not possible. Dr. Ambedkar also accepted democracy as a way of life; emphasizing
the superiority of the individual, he considered change of power as a means. He used to say that merely
granting some constitutional rights does not make the foundation of democracy strong. In his vision of a
democratic system, “morality” and “sociality” were two major values, whose relevance has increased in
the present time.
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Introduction:Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was a world-class jurist. Along with being a leader of the
Bahujan political movement and a Buddhist revivalist, he was also the chief architect of the Indian
Constitution. He is popularly known as Babasaheb. He was born into a poor untouchable family. Troubled
by the evils and the practice of untouchability prevalent in Hinduism, he adopted Buddhism in 1956. In
1990, he was posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honor. His birth
anniversary on April 14 is celebrated as Ambedkar Jayanti across India and around the world. Dr.
Ambedkar’s legacy includes many monuments and portrayals in popular culture. He passed away on
December 6, 1956, and therefore every year December 6 is observed as “Mahaparinirvan Day.”
Babasaheb Ambedkar spent his entire life struggling against the four-fold varna system of Hinduism and
the pervasive caste system in Indian society. In Hinduism, human society is classified into four varnas:
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra. The Shudras were subjected to severe suffering by the higher
classes. Babasaheb spent his entire life fighting to change this system. Therefore, by adopting Buddhism,
he established equality in society through its egalitarian ideas. He is also credited with initiating the
Buddhist movement. Since he is a source of inspiration for a very large population of the world, it is
appropriate to call him a jewel of the world. Overcoming many social and financial obstacles, Ambedkar
became one of the first untouchables to receive a college education in India. Along with earning a law
degree, he also obtained several doctorates from Columbia University and the London School of
Economics due to his studies and research in law, economics, and political science. Ambedkar returned
to his country as a renowned scholar, after which he practiced law for a few years. He then published
several journals through which he advocated for the political rights and social freedom of the Indian
untouchables. Dr. Ambedkar was given the title of Bodhisattva by Indian Buddhist monks, although he
himself never claimed to be one. Dr. Ambedkar advocated separate electorates and reservations for Dalits
and other religious communities. In 1920, in Bombay, he started the publication of the weekly
“Mooknayak.” This publication soon became popular among readers, and Ambedkar used it to criticize
orthodox Hindu politicians and the reluctance of the Indian political community to fight caste
discrimination. His aim was to spread education among the Dalit classes and work for their socio-
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economic upliftment. In 1926, he became a nominated member of the Bombay Legislative Council. In
1927, Dr. Ambedkar decided to launch a widespread movement against untouchability. Through public
movements and marches, he ensured that public water resources were opened to all sections of society
and also fought to secure the right of untouchables to enter Hindu temples. This struggle continues even
today.

Relevance in Indian Politics: Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar is considered one of the modern architects of India.
His ideas and principles have always been relevant to Indian politics. In fact, he supported a political
system in which the state provides equal political opportunities to all and does not discriminate on the
basis of religion, caste, color, or gender. His political philosophy emphasizes the interrelationship between
the individual and society. He firmly believed that until economic and social inequalities are eliminated,
democracy cannot assume its true form. Babasaheb Ambedkar believed that the main reason for India’s
backwardness is the delay in reforming the land system. The solution to this is democratic socialism,
which would increase economic efficiency and productivity and transform the rural economy. In fact, in
the absence of social consciousness, democracy becomes soulless. Therefore, until social democracy is
established, the development of social consciousness is also not possible. Ambedkar was actually a
supporter of a Uniform Civil Code and opposed Article 370 in the case of Kashmir. In Ambedkar’s vision,
India would be a nation of modern, scientific thinking and rational ideas, where there would be no place
for personal laws. During debates in the Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar expressed his desire to reform
Indian society by recommending the adoption of a Uniform Civil Code. In 1951, after his draft of the
Hindu Code Bill was stalled in Parliament, Ambedkar resigned from the Cabinet. The Hindu Code Bill
proposed to grant several rights to Indian women. This draft demanded gender equality in laws related to
inheritance, marriage, and the economy. Although Prime Minister Nehru, the Cabinet, and some other
Congress leaders supported it, a large number of Members of Parliament, including President Rajendra
Prasad and Vallabhbhai Patel, opposed it. In 1952, Ambedkar contested the Lok Sabha elections from the
Bombay (North Central) constituency as an independent candidate but lost. In that election, Ambedkar
received 123,576 votes, while Narayan Sadoba Kajolkar received 138,137 votes. In March 1952, he was
appointed to the upper house of Parliament, the Rajya Sabha, and remained a member of it until his death.
Thus, Dr. Ambedkar also accepted democracy as a way of life, emphasizing the superiority of the
individual and considering the change of power as a means. He used to say that merely granting some
constitutional rights does not strengthen the foundation of democracy. In his vision of a democratic
system, ‘morality’ and ‘sociality’ were two major values whose relevance has increased in the present
time. In fact, today political conflicts have intensified to such an extent that the values of political morality
seem to have disappeared. Every political party invokes political morality and social values to attract vote
banks, but after gaining power, they do not implement these principles.

Idea of Social Harmony: Dr. Ambedkar was deeply committed to equality. He believed that the right to
equality should be above religion and caste. Providing equal opportunities for development to every
individual should be the first and foremost moral responsibility of any society. If a society fails to fulfill
this responsibility, it should be changed. He believed that such change in society does not come easily
and requires the adoption of various methods. Today, while the world is moving toward modernity,
incidents of inequality are also being observed globally. There is no doubt that inequality is natural, due
to which individuals differ from each other in terms of color, appearance, height, intelligence, etc.
However, the real problem lies in man-made inequality, where a person of a particular class, color, or
caste considers themselves superior to others and claims control over resources. In this context, the UNO
observes the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination every year, which highlights
the persistence of inequality in society. Considering the seriousness of this situation in India, the
Constitution provides for the Right to Equality under Articles 14 to 18 and emphasizes equal
opportunities. To ensure that this equality provides equal opportunities to all, provisions for reservation
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have been made for the oppressed and marginalized sections. Thus, Ambedkar’s ideas of equality make
him relevant not only in the Indian context but also globally.

Views on Equality: Dr. Ambedkar was deeply committed to equality. He believed that the right to
equality should be above religion and caste. Providing equal opportunities for development to every
individual should be the first and foremost moral responsibility of any society. If a society fails to fulfill
this responsibility, it should be changed. He believed that such change in society does not come easily
and requires the adoption of various methods. Today, while the world is moving toward modernity,
incidents of inequality are also being observed globally. There is no doubt that inequality is natural, due
to which individuals differ from each other in terms of color, appearance, height, intelligence, etc.
However, the real problem lies in man-made inequality, where a person of a particular class, color, or
caste considers themselves superior to others and claims control over resources. In this context, the UNO
observes the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination every year, which highlights
the persistence of inequality in society. Considering the seriousness of this situation in India, the
Constitution provides for the Right to Equality under Articles 14 to 18 and emphasizes equal
opportunities. To ensure that this equality provides equal opportunities to all, provisions for reservation
have been made for the oppressed and marginalized sections. Thus, Ambedkar’s ideas of equality make
him relevant not only in the Indian context but also globally.

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar and his family were greatly influenced by the ideology of Kabir Sahib and lived
their lives based on his teachings. Kabir Parmeshwar worked to eliminate hypocrisy and social evils such
as casteism, incorrect religious beliefs, violence against living beings, intoxication, etc.

He envisioned breaking the network of gods and imagined a liberated human being who would be
religious but would not accept inequality as a value of life. To completely detach from the constraints of
Hinduism, Ambedkar himself prescribed twenty-two vows for his Buddhist followers, which are
essentially a summary of Buddhist philosophy. These vows included disbelief in the Hindu trinity,
rejection of the concept of incarnations, abandonment of rituals like Shraddha, Tarpan, and Pinddaan,
belief in the teachings and principles of Buddha, not participating in ceremonies conducted by Brahmins,
belief in human equality, following the Eightfold Path of Buddha, kindness toward all living beings,
abstaining from theft, lying, and alcohol consumption, renouncing Hinduism based on inequality, and
adopting Buddhism. By embracing Navayana, Ambedkar and his supporters clearly criticized and
abandoned the unequal Hindu religion and philosophy. The next day, on 15 October, Ambedkar initiated
about 200,000 to 300,000 of his followers into Buddhism who could not attend or arrived late to the
ceremony on 14 October. In Nagpur, Ambedkar initiated around 800,000 people into Buddhism, which
is why the place became famous as Deekshabhoomi. On the third day, 16 October, Ambedkar went to
Chandrapur and initiated about 300,000 supporters into Buddhism there as well. Thus, in just three days,
Ambedkar himself converted more than 1.1 million people to Buddhism, increasing the global Buddhist
population by the same number and revitalizing Buddhism in India. This event received appreciation from
many people and Buddhist countries. After this, he went to Kathmandu in Nepal to participate in the
Fourth World Buddhist Conference. There, he visited Dalit settlements in Kathmandu city. The
Ambedkarite movement in Nepal is led by Dalit leaders, and most Dalit leaders in Nepal believe that
“Ambedkar’s philosophy” is capable of eliminating caste-based discrimination. He completed his final
manuscript *Buddha and Karl Marx* on 2 December 1956.

Relevance in social harmony: Ambedkar’s entire life was dedicated to reforming Indian society.
Through an extensive study of ancient Indian texts, he also attempted to show that the system of varna,
the caste system, and untouchability in Indian society emerged due to distortions that developed over
time, and were not present in society from the very beginning. The efforts he made in the social sphere
cannot be forgotten from any perspective in the making of modern India, and their relevance remains alive
even today. He decided to launch a widespread movement against social discrimination. Through public
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movements and processions, he not only ensured that public sources of drinking water were opened to all
sections of society, but also struggled to secure the right of untouchables to enter temples.

Views related to women: Dr. Ambedkar was deeply concerned about the inferior condition of women in
Indian society. He believed that education is very important for women to live an independent and
dignified life. Ambedkar always strongly supported gender equality. This is why, as the first Law Minister
of independent India, he presented the Hindu Code Bill in Parliament and included extensive provisions
in it to establish a just system for Hindu women. Notably, when his draft of the Hindu Code Bill was
stalled in Parliament, he resigned from the cabinet. This draft advocated gender equality in laws related
to inheritance, marriage, and the economy. In reality, even after so many years of independence, these
rights have not been fully implemented in practice, and even today women continue to struggle with issues
such as oppression, gender discrimination, violence, unequal pay for equal work, dowry harassment, and
denial of property rights.

In this context, it is worth noting that recently the issue of a Uniform Civil Code has been raised again. It
has faced widespread opposition, whereas Babasaheb Ambedkar had strongly supported the Uniform
Civil Code.

Relevance in the field of education: Ambedkar was well aware of the importance of education. In fact,
being born in a caste considered untouchable, he had to face many humiliating situations during his school
life. He believed that education is what develops in a person the understanding that they are not different
from others and that they too have equal rights. He advocated for the creation of a state where the entire
society is educated. He believed that education keeps a person away from superstition, falsehood, and
hypocrisy. The purpose of education should be to develop morality and a sense of public welfare among
people. The nature of education should be such that it contributes not only to development but also to
character building. Notably, Dr. Ambedkar’s ideas related to education are considered ideal even in
today’s education system. It is due to his influence that, in order to ensure that caste, geographical, and
economic inequalities do not hinder the spread of education, a provision for the Right to Education has
been made under Article 21-A of the Fundamental Rights in the Constitution, which proves his relevance
in the present context.

Relevance in the Realm of Rights: Dr. Ambedkar emphasized not only rights but also duties. He believed
that a person should not only be aware of the protection of their rights but should also actively strive for
them. However, we must not forget that along with these rights, we also have certain duties toward our
country. His views on rights have become even more important in the present time. In fact, in today’s
world, governments grant certain fundamental rights to their citizens to ensure equal opportunities for
development, although along with fundamental rights, fundamental duties are also discussed.

Relevance in the field of the working class: Babasaheb not only worked for the rights of the
untouchables and women but also strived for the reconstruction of the entire society. He carried out
remarkable work for the welfare of the labor class. Earlier, workers were made to work 12—14 hours a
day. Due to his efforts, the rule of an eight-hour workday was passed. In addition, through his efforts,
improvements were made for workers through the Indian Trade Union Act, the Industrial Disputes Act,
and compensation provisions. Notably, he inspired workers to actively participate in politics. Most of the
present labor laws have been shaped by Babasaheb, which bring his ideas to life.

Thus, in conclusion, it can be said that Ambedkar’s social thought reflects great potential for the
upliftment of the untouchables, Dalits, and oppressed classes. Through their upliftment, he sought to
establish an ideal society in which equality, liberty, and fraternity would be the fundamental principles of
society. If his ideas are implemented, most of the problems of society—such as those related to varna,
caste, gender, economic, political, and religious aspects—can be closely addressed. The essence is that
until the oppressed and untouchables are treated with sympathetic justice, Babasaheb’s relevance will
continue.
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