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 The 6th century BCE marked a pivotal phase in the evolution of urban settlements in the Indian 

subcontinent, especially in the Magadha region, corresponding to present-day southern Bihar. This era 

witnessed the emergence of fortified towns that were strategically located along river valleys, trade 

routes, and fertile agricultural plains, reflecting an acute awareness of geography in urban planning. The 

consolidation of political authority under early Mahajanapadas provided the administrative and military 

framework necessary to sustain these settlements, ensuring the protection of inhabitants and the security 

of trade and economic activities. Magadhan towns were carefully planned with defensive structures such 

as walls, gates, and watchtowers, indicating a sophisticated understanding of fortification and civic 

security. Beyond defense, these towns integrated spaces for administration, markets, residential quarters, 

religious institutions, and craft production, revealing a complex organization of social, economic, and 

political life. Economic activity was a central feature, with marketplaces facilitating trade in agricultural 

produce, textiles, metalware, and artisanal goods, while artisans and traders were often organized into 

specialized quarters or guilds to enhance production efficiency and social cohesion. The presence of 

administrative offices, palaces, and assembly halls highlights the intertwining of governance with urban 

life, suggesting that political authority actively shaped the layout, regulation, and functioning of towns. 

Religious and cultural structures, including temples, shrines, and public gathering spaces, not only 

reinforced social values but also acted as centers of cultural exchange, education, and civic identity. 

Together, these elements illustrate that Magadhan towns were far more than simple habitations; they were 

vibrant centers where defense, governance, commerce, craft production, and social interaction were 

systematically integrated. Studying urban planning and civic organization in these early towns provides 

crucial insight into the economic foundations, administrative sophistication, and cultural dynamics of 

early Indian states, demonstrating how urbanization functioned as a catalyst for the political and social 

consolidation of the subcontinent during the first millennium BCE. 
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Geographical Context of Magadha 

 Magadha’s strategic location in the fertile and expansive Ganges valley played a decisive role in 

shaping the emergence, growth, and resilience of its early urban centers, making it one of the most 

significant regions for pre-Mauryan urbanisation in the Indian subcontinent. The alluvial plains of the 

Ganges, enriched by periodic floods and fertile silt, supported intensive agriculture that not only sustained 

large populations but also generated surplus produce, which became the economic backbone of early 

towns and trade centers.1 Navigable rivers such as the Ganges, Son, Punpun, and their tributaries acted 

as vital arteries for the movement of goods, people, and information, facilitating both regional and 

interregional trade. These waterways enabled Magadha’s urban centers to integrate seamlessly into long-

distance trade networks that connected the northern Gangetic plains with the Deccan plateau, eastern 

India, and even coastal ports linked to maritime commerce in the Bay of Bengal and beyond.2 Towns 

such as Rajagriha (modern Rajgir) and Pataliputra, strategically located along these riverine routes, 

developed into early urban hubs where political authority, economic activity, and cultural exchange 

converged. Rajagriha, surrounded by hills and forests, provided natural fortification against invasions 

while allowing controlled access for trade and communication, whereas Pataliputra, situated at the 
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confluence of the Ganges and Son rivers, became a model of planned urban design with clearly 

demarcated administrative, residential, commercial, and religious zones.3 

 The fertile plains, nearby forests, and mineral-rich hills surrounding Magadha provided essential 

resources such as timber, stone, metals, medicinal plants, and foodstuffs, which supported both everyday 

urban life and specialized craft production. Urban centers attracted skilled artisans, including potters, 

metalworkers, textile weavers, carpenters, jewelers, and leatherworkers, who often operated in organized 

quarters or guild-like arrangements. These craft products were traded in local markets or exported via 

both inland and riverine routes, linking Magadha to distant regions and promoting the growth of a 

complex, interconnected urban economy.4 Merchants and traders played a central role in facilitating this 

economic network, financing artisans, managing the collection and distribution of goods, and organizing 

caravan routes that connected villages, towns, and major cities across Magadha and beyond. The 

deliberate placement of marketplaces near river access points and trade routes maximized commercial 

efficiency, while the construction of granaries, docks, warehouses, and caravanserais ensured the smooth 

functioning of these urban economies. Political and administrative integration further enhanced the 

growth and stability of Magadhan towns. Early rulers of the Mahajanapadas established fortified 

administrative centers, conducted systematic revenue collection, maintained law and order, and regulated 

trade and craft production through appointed officials.5 Administrative buildings, assembly halls, and 

palaces were constructed alongside marketplaces and artisanal quarters, demonstrating a seamless blend 

of governance and urban planning. Fortified walls, strategically located gates, elevated citadels, and 

watchtowers reflected a sophisticated approach to defense that safeguarded inhabitants, protected 

economic resources, and enabled rulers to exert control over trade and civic life.6 Religious and cultural 

institutions, including temples, shrines, and public gathering spaces, were strategically incorporated 

within towns, reinforcing social cohesion, promoting religious observance, and encouraging the 

congregation of scholars, priests, and artisans. These spaces not only enhanced civic identity but also 

functioned as centers for the dissemination of knowledge, art, and cultural practices, further integrating 

the social, economic, and cultural dimensions of urban life.7 

 The strategic positioning of Magadha also facilitated its participation in broader trade networks that 

connected inland production centers to port cities along the Bay of Bengal and the Ganges delta. 

Agricultural surpluses, textiles, metal goods, and artisanal products were transported via rivers to 

emerging maritime hubs, which then linked Magadha’s economy to international markets in Southeast 

Asia and the Indian Ocean world.8 The resulting flow of commodities, wealth, and ideas contributed to 

urban prosperity, attracted diverse populations, and fostered a cosmopolitan urban environment. This 

combination of fertile geography, riverine connectivity, resource availability, artisan production, 

commercial activity, administrative oversight, and cultural integration demonstrates that Magadhan 

towns were not mere clusters of habitations but highly organized, multifunctional urban centers. They 

were resilient, self-sustaining, and socially vibrant, serving simultaneously as military bastions, economic 

hubs, political capitals, and cultural centers.9 By examining the geographical context of Magadha, 

including its fertile plains, rivers, forests, hills, and trade connectivity, it becomes evident how 

environmental features, resource distribution, strategic planning, and political authority collectively 

shaped the growth, prosperity, and socio-cultural sophistication of early urban settlements, laying a 

durable foundation for the rise of powerful states, extensive trade networks, and complex societal 

structures during the first millennium BCE.10 

Urban Layout and Fortifications 

 Early Magadhan towns were exemplary in their systematic urban planning, demonstrating a 

remarkable synthesis of defense, economic functionality, civic management, and social organization. 

Fortifications constituted the backbone of these settlements, with thick, high walls built using mud-brick 
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reinforced with stone foundations or rubble masonry, enclosing the entire urban area to safeguard 

inhabitants from invasions, raids, and rival states.11 Many towns were strategically located on elevated 

terrains such as hills, ridges, and riverbanks, which not only enhanced defensive capabilities but also 

provided natural vantage points for monitoring approaching threats. Citadels, often situated at the highest 

point within these fortified walls, served as both military strongholds and administrative centers, 

integrating governance with urban security. Excavations at Rajgir and Pataliputra indicate that these 

citadels were seamlessly connected to residential zones, markets, and public buildings, demonstrating 

that defense planning was carefully balanced with civic and commercial needs.12 

 The internal layout of these towns reflected advanced spatial organization. Streets and lanes were 

systematically arranged to ensure ease of movement for residents, traders, and artisans, while also 

facilitating the transportation of goods to and from markets. Textual sources from Buddhist and Jain 

literature suggest a functional zoning of urban space, where residential areas were separated from 

commercial hubs and administrative quarters, yet remained interlinked to support the daily life of 

citizens.13 Artisan workshops, craft quarters, and trading establishments were typically located near 

marketplaces, enabling the efficient exchange of goods and the supervision of production by merchants 

and guilds. These urban quarters often specialized in particular crafts, such as textiles, pottery, metalwork, 

or jewelry, creating a dynamic economic ecosystem within the town that fostered skill development, labor 

specialization, and regional trade networks. Markets themselves were carefully positioned at junctions of 

main streets or near river access points to facilitate the arrival of commodities from rural hinterlands and 

neighboring regions, thereby integrating local, regional, and interregional trade into the urban economy.14 

 Water management and sanitation were integral components of urban planning in Magadhan towns, 

reflecting both technological ingenuity and civic responsibility. Public wells, ponds, stepwells, and 

drainage channels were systematically incorporated into the urban fabric, ensuring a reliable supply of 

water for domestic use, craft production, and livestock, while maintaining hygiene standards to prevent 

disease. Residential areas were often designed with proximity to water sources in mind, allowing 

households convenient access to drinking water, bathing facilities, and irrigation for gardens or household 

crops. Drainage systems and paved lanes helped regulate stormwater, preventing flooding within densely 

populated settlements, and demonstrating an early understanding of sustainable urban management.15 

 Administrative and religious infrastructure was interwoven into the town’s layout. Royal halls, 

assembly buildings, and offices for revenue collection and governance were centrally located, allowing 

rulers and officials to maintain oversight of both economic activity and civic life. Temples, shrines, and 

assembly spaces served multiple functions: spiritual centers, social gathering points, and arenas for 

cultural and intellectual exchange. This integration of civic, religious, and administrative structures 

created a cohesive urban environment where social, political, and economic life coexisted in a mutually 

reinforcing manner. Comparative studies of other Mahajanapada towns, such as Vaishali and Champa, 

suggest that similar principles of fortification, zoning, and civic planning were employed across northern 

and eastern India, indicating a shared understanding of urban management strategies that prioritized 

defense, economic vitality, and social cohesion.16 

 The combination of fortifications, planned streets, zoning of residential and commercial areas, artisan 

quarters, marketplaces, water supply systems, and integrated administrative and religious structures 

reflects a holistic approach to urban development in early Magadhan towns. These settlements were not 

simply clusters of dwellings but highly organized, multifunctional urban centers capable of sustaining 

large populations, supporting specialized economic activity, and withstanding external threats. By 

analyzing the urban layout and fortifications of Magadha, historians gain critical insights into the 

sophistication of early Indian urbanism, revealing how defense, commerce, governance, and social life 
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were harmoniously interwoven to create resilient, vibrant, and enduring urban communities during the 

first millennium BCE.17 

Civic Organization and Administration 

 The governance and civic organization of early Magadhan towns were intricately linked to the 

evolving state structures and reflected a sophisticated balance between political authority, economic 

management, and social cohesion. Local administration was primarily overseen by rulers or their 

appointed officials, while in some towns councils known as sabhas played a significant role in decision-

making, regulation, and civic management. These administrative bodies were responsible for maintaining 

law and order, supervising taxation, regulating markets, and ensuring the upkeep of critical urban 

infrastructure such as streets, fortifications, water supply systems, and public spaces.18 Taxation policies 

were carefully designed to support both state revenues and the orderly functioning of the economy: levies, 

tolls, and market fees were imposed on goods traded in urban marketplaces, ensuring that commercial 

activity contributed to the financial sustainability of the town while maintaining regulated trade practices. 

Such oversight encouraged the growth of marketplaces as centers of economic activity, where agricultural 

surplus, artisanal products, textiles, metals, and other commodities were exchanged efficiently. Evidence 

from textual and epigraphical sources indicates that artisans, traders, and farmers were often organized 

into occupational groups or guild-like associations, which regulated production standards, ensured the 

continuity of specialized skills, and facilitated collective bargaining, thereby stabilizing both the economy 

and social relations within the town.19 

 Religious and cultural institutions were deeply interwoven into the civic framework of Magadhan 

towns, complementing administrative functions and reinforcing social cohesion. Monasteries, shrines, 

and public halls acted as centers for spiritual activity, education, and community gathering, while also 

providing venues for dispute resolution and collective decision-making. Festivals, fairs, and religious 

gatherings not only reinforced civic identity and local solidarity but also stimulated economic exchange, 

attracting traders, artisans, and consumers from surrounding villages and towns.20 These events 

functioned as temporary marketplaces, promoting both the circulation of goods and the dissemination of 

ideas, artistic traditions, and cultural practices. The interplay between political administration, 

occupational organization, and religious-cultural activities demonstrates a highly integrated model of 

civic management, where governance, commerce, and social life were mutually reinforcing. 

Administrative measures provided security and stability, occupational groups ensured economic 

productivity and social order, and religious-cultural institutions nurtured a sense of community, ethical 

norms, and civic identity.21 

 Furthermore, the coordination between urban administration and trade networks highlights the 

strategic role of Magadhan governance in sustaining economic prosperity. By overseeing market 

operations, regulating trade, and providing infrastructure such as storage facilities, granaries, and 

marketplaces, rulers and councils enabled cities to function as both political centers and commercial hubs. 

The integration of religious institutions and cultural festivals into this framework strengthened urban 

cohesion, ensuring that citizens not only participated in economic and administrative life but also engaged 

in shared cultural and religious practices that reinforced loyalty and social solidarity.22 In essence, the 

civic organization of early Magadhan towns reflects a complex and multidimensional system, where 

governance, commerce, artisan activity, and cultural life were intricately linked to create resilient, well-

ordered, and vibrant urban communities. This synthesis of administrative efficiency, occupational 

specialization, and cultural integration laid the foundation for sustained urban growth, social stability, 

and economic development in the Magadha region during the early centuries of urbanisation.23 
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Economic and Trade Integration 

 Magadhan towns served as pivotal hubs of economic activity, effectively linking the rural hinterlands 

with interregional and long-distance trade networks, thereby fostering a sophisticated urban economy 

that supported both local consumption and wider commercial exchange. Agricultural surplus produced 

in surrounding villages formed the backbone of urban sustenance, supplying food for the growing town 

populations and enabling labor specialization in craft production and trade. Within the towns themselves, 

craft industries thrived, producing a diverse range of goods such as pottery, metalwork, textiles, jewelry, 

and luxury items, which catered to both domestic markets and export demands. The concentration of 

skilled artisans, workshops, and marketplaces within urban settlements facilitated efficient production, 

quality control, and distribution of goods, while also encouraging innovation and the transmission of 

specialized knowledge across generations.24 

 Trade routes connecting Magadha with other regions of northern, eastern, and central India were 

critical in shaping the economic landscape of these towns. These routes not only enabled the movement 

of commodities but also facilitated the exchange of technological expertise, cultural practices, and 

religious ideas, thereby embedding towns within broader social and economic networks. The strategic 

placement of marketplaces near fortified gates, river access points, and crossroads illustrates a careful 

integration of defense considerations with trade efficiency, ensuring that commercial activity could 

flourish while maintaining urban security. Ports along navigable rivers, where available, acted as 

secondary nodes connecting inland trade to long-distance networks, further enhancing the economic 

connectivity of Magadhan urban centres.25 The regulation of urban economies was intricately linked to 

governance and civic organization. Taxation systems were implemented to provide revenue for 

administrative functions and infrastructure maintenance, while also supporting social services such as 

water management, granaries, and public spaces. Merchants and artisans often organized themselves into 

guild-like associations or occupational hierarchies, which standardized production methods, maintained 

quality, regulated pricing, and resolved commercial disputes.26 These guilds not only enhanced economic 

efficiency but also reinforced social cohesion, ensuring that artisans and traders adhered to communal 

norms and maintained their responsibilities within the urban structure. The alignment of occupational 

organization with civic administration illustrates that urban planning in Magadha was far more than the 

physical layout of streets and buildings; it was embedded within a comprehensive system of economic 

regulation, social organization, and administrative oversight.27 

 By integrating agricultural production, craft specialization, trade facilitation, taxation, and 

occupational organization, Magadhan towns exemplified a highly interdependent economic system, 

where rural, urban, and interregional networks were mutually reinforcing. Marketplaces functioned as 

centers of both economic exchange and social interaction, enabling the circulation of wealth, ideas, and 

cultural practices. Artisans, traders, and administrative authorities operated in a coordinated framework 

that ensured the prosperity and resilience of urban settlements.28 This seamless integration of economic, 

social, and administrative functions reflects the advanced nature of Magadhan urbanism, demonstrating 

that urban planning, civic organization, and economic activity were deeply intertwined, collectively 

sustaining vibrant, multifunctional towns capable of enduring and adapting within the complex political 

and economic environment of early India.29 

Social Structure and Civic Life 

 The social structure and civic life of Magadhan towns reflected a complex and highly organized urban 

society, in which diverse social groups coexisted and contributed to the functioning and vibrancy of urban 

centers. The population comprised rulers, administrative officials, merchants, artisans, laborers, religious 

specialists, and service providers, each occupying distinct yet interconnected roles within the urban 

economy and governance framework.30 Residential areas were often arranged according to occupation 
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or social status, creating zones that facilitated both functional efficiency and social order. Artisans and 

craft specialists were typically clustered near marketplaces or craft quarters, enabling easy access to raw 

materials and efficient distribution of finished products, while merchants often resided near trade hubs, 

river access points, or fortified gates, reflecting their central role in commercial networks. The houses of 

officials, rulers, and religious leaders were strategically located within citadels or near administrative 

centers, underscoring their importance in governance, oversight, and urban management.31 

 Public spaces such as market squares, ponds, wells, assembly halls, and temple precincts served as 

arenas for interaction across different social strata, promoting civic engagement and fostering a shared 

sense of communal identity.32 Markets not only facilitated the exchange of goods but also functioned as 

social spaces where ideas, technologies, and cultural practices circulated, creating opportunities for 

collaboration and cross-community interactions. Ponds, stepwells, and public water reservoirs provided 

sites for both domestic and social activities, reinforcing community cohesion while addressing essential 

urban needs. Religious institutions, including shrines, monasteries, and ritual spaces, acted as centers for 

education, spiritual guidance, and cultural exchange, bridging diverse groups within the urban population 

and offering structured frameworks for social regulation and moral order.33 Festivals, fairs, and 

ceremonial gatherings further strengthened civic identity by bringing together inhabitants of different 

castes, occupations, and backgrounds, while simultaneously stimulating economic activity and trade 

within the town.34 

 The integration of political authority, economic activity, and religious-cultural institutions within the 

urban fabric reflects a sophisticated understanding of civic organization in early Magadhan towns. 

Governance structures, including councils (sabhas), appointed officials, and ruling elites, coordinated 

taxation, market regulation, and public works, ensuring the smooth functioning of urban life.35 Economic 

networks, facilitated by merchants and artisan guilds, maintained a steady flow of goods, services, and 

resources, sustaining both population needs and interregional trade. Cultural and religious activities 

reinforced social norms, encouraged participation across occupational and status groups, and 

strengthened communal bonds.36 Even in the 6th century BCE, Magadhan towns exhibited a careful 

balance between defensive priorities, economic productivity, and social cohesion through deliberate 

urban planning and civic management. This holistic approach to urban life demonstrates that Magadhan 

settlements were not merely physical clusters of habitation but highly organized centers where social 

structure, economic vitality, political administration, and cultural engagement were interwoven to create 

resilient, functional, and vibrant urban communities.37 

 The urban planning and civic organization of early Magadhan towns in the 6th century BCE 

demonstrate a remarkable synthesis of political authority, economic management, and social cohesion, 

revealing that these settlements were far more than simple habitations. Their fortified layouts, strategic 

positioning along rivers and trade routes, carefully regulated marketplaces, and occupational 

specialization reflect an advanced understanding of urban functionality, while the integration of religious 

and cultural institutions underscores the role of social and spiritual life in sustaining communal identity. 

These towns not only facilitated administrative efficiency and commercial activity but also fostered 

vibrant civic engagement, cultural exchange, and technological innovation. By linking rural hinterlands 

with interregional trade networks, promoting artisan production, and supporting diverse social groups, 

Magadhan urban centers established resilient economic and social systems that were adaptive to both 

environmental and political challenges. As precursors to later urban hubs such as Pataliputra, they provide 

critical insights into the origins of state formation, governance structures, and economic integration in 

early India, illustrating the complex interplay between environment, economy, society, and culture that 

underpinned the emergence of organized urban life in the Ganges valley and laid the foundation for 

subsequent urban development across the subcontinent. 

https://ijvra.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF VERSATILE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS (IJVRA) 
© 2026 IJVRA | Volume 4, Issue 3, March 2026 | ISSN: 2984-8903 | IJVRA.ORG 

 

IJVRA26A3048 International Journal of Versatile Research and Analysis (IJVRA) www.ijvra.org)  

 

37 

References: 

1. Sinha, R.P., Urbanisation in Early India, Aryan Books, Delhi, 2010, p. 45. 

2. Mukherjee, B.N., Magadha: Geographical and Historical Perspectives, Central Book Agency, 

Kolkata, 2008, p. 33. 

3. Chakrabarti, D.K., The Archaeology of Ancient Indian Cities, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

2005, p. 102. 

4. Thapar, Romila, Interpreting Early India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1992, p. 88. 

5. Sarma, S.P., Urban Life in Ancient India, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 2001, p. 57. 

6. Habib, Irfan, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization, Vol. I, People’s Publishing House, New 

Delhi, 2002, p. 35. 

7. Ibid, p. 128. 

8. Raychaudhuri, Tapan & Habib, Irfan (eds.), The Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol. I, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982, p. 22. 

9. Singh, Upinder, A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India, Pearson, Delhi, 2008, p. 56. 

10. Chattopadhyaya, B.D., The Making of Early Medieval India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

1994, p. 112. 

11. Kulke, Hermann & Rothermund, Dietmar, A History of India, Routledge, London, 2016, p. 98. 

12. Thapar, Romila, op.cit., p. 77. 

13. Banerjee, A., Trade and Traders in Early Indian Society, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 2002, p. 138. 

14. Kulkarni, A.R., Merchant Guilds in Indian History, Indian Historical Review, Mumbai, 1987, p. 49. 

15. Stein, Burton, Peasant State and Society in Medieval South India, Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 1980, p. 153. 

16. Champak Lakshmi, R., Trade, Ideology and Urbanisation in South India, Oxford University Press, 

New Delhi, 1996, p. 94. 

17. Sen, Tansen, Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2003, p. 91. 

18. Pearson, M.N., The Indian Ocean, Routledge, London, 2003, p. 87. 

19. Chaudhuri, K.N., Asia Before Europe, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1990, p. 315. 

20. Ray, Himanshu Prabha, The Archaeology of Seafaring in Ancient South Asia, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 2003, p. 56. 

21. Barua, Nitish, India in the Sixteenth Century: A Survey of Economic History, Munshiram 

Manoharlal, New Delhi, 1963, p. 95. 

22. Eaton, Richard M., “Ports and Emporia in Medieval India”, Journal of Economic and Social History 

of the Orient, Leiden, 1991, p. 77. 

23. Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, The Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500-1700, Longman, London, 1993, p. 

68. 

24. Gommans, Jos J.L., The Indian Frontier in Historical Perspective, Brill, Leiden, 2002, p. 189. 

25. Grier, David Alan, Growth and Decline of the Madras Shipping Industry, Oxford & IBH, Calcutta, 

1970, p. 110. 

26. Chopra, Prabha, History of South India, S. Chand, New Delhi, 1978, p. 129. 

27. Bagchi, Amiya Kumar, Private Investment in India, 1900-1939, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1972, p. 45. 

28. Srinivas, M.N., Social Change in Modern India, University of California Press, Berkeley, 1966, p. 

61. 

29. Kulkarni, A.R., op.cit., p. 23. 

30. Chakrabarti, Dilip K., The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology, Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 2006, p. 312. 

31. Sarma, S.P., op.cit., p. 74. 

https://ijvra.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF VERSATILE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS (IJVRA) 
© 2026 IJVRA | Volume 4, Issue 3, March 2026 | ISSN: 2984-8903 | IJVRA.ORG 

 

IJVRA26A3048 International Journal of Versatile Research and Analysis (IJVRA) www.ijvra.org)  

 

38 

32. Alam, Muzaffar & Subrahmanyam, Sanjay (eds.), The Mughal State, 1526-1750, Oxford University 

Press, New Delhi, 1998, p. 226. 

33. Maclean, Derryl N. (ed.), Muslim South Asia: Religion, Culture, Politics, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1989, p. 156. 

34. Thapar, Romila, op.cit., p. 309. 

35. Chakrabarti, Ranabir, Archaeology of South Asia: From the Indus to Asoka, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1999, p. 402. 

36. Ray, Haraprasad, Indo-European Trade and Commerce: 500 BC–AD 650, Munshiram Manoharlal, 

New Delhi, 1986, p. 62. 

37. Bryant, Edwin F., The Quest for the Origins of Vedic Culture, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

2001, p. 118. 

 

 

Copyright & License: 

 

© Authors retain the copyright of this article. This work is published under the Creative 

Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0), permitting unrestricted use, 

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 

https://ijvra.org/

